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ASSESSMENT OF THE HEALTH NEEDS OF AMERICAN INDIANS/ALASKA
NATIVES LIVING IN CITIES NOT SERVED BY AN URBAN INDIAN

HEALTH PROGRAM FUNDED BY INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this report is to present findings on the health status and health needs
of American Indians/Alaska Natives in six urban areas not currently served by urban

* Indian health programs funded by the Indian Health Service. In accordance with
requirements of Title V, Section 504, of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act, a health
needs assessment was conducted in six U.S. cities to determine the health status and
health needs of American Indian/Alaska Native residents of these urban areas.

Methodoloay

Several methods were used to conduct the assessment, including: analysis of 1990
Census population data; analysis of city-specific mortality data; meetings with American
Indian/Alaska Native community leaders; meetings with local health officials; and
analyses of selected health indicators, Health Risk Appraisals, and Community Health
Assessment data. Based on these data sources, this report presents significant findings,
conclusions, and recommendations on the health status and health needs of American

P Indian/Alaska Native residents of the six study cities.

Findings

Health Status

Heart disease is the leading cause of death among urban Am&an Indians/Alaska
Natives. Certain cardiovascular risk factors, including smoking, obesity, and lack of
exercise, are more prevalent among assessment participants than among the U.S.
general population.

Accidents are the third leading cause of death among urban American Indians/Alaska
Natives. Injury-associated behavioral risk factors that are more prevalent among
assessment participants than among the U.S. general population include non-use of
seatbelts, drinking and driving, and binge drinking. Lack of seatbelt  use among
participants is two times greater, and drinking and driving is four times greater than in
the U.S. population.

G Twelve percent of assessment participants report they are diabetic, which is more than
twice the estimated prevalence of five percent in the U.S. general population. Elevated
random glucose levels (> 115 mg/dL)  were found among 20 percent of assessment

P
participants--almost three times the estimated level of 6.6 percent in the U.S. general
population. And, 46 percent of all participants report a family history (parent or sibling)
of diabetes.



While women assessment participants meet national health objectives for Pap tests and
mammogram screening, men participants fall short of meeting American Cancer Society
recommendations for yearly rectal exams for prostate cancer screening. And, men
participants are three times as likely as women to have a high blood pressure reading.

1 Accidents, heart disease, cervical and breast cancer, prostate cancer, and diabetes are
events or conditions that can be prevented to some degree, or whose effects can be
lessened with primary or secondary prevention strategies. Modification of selected

. behavioral risk factors in a positive manner would decrease the number of deaths
resulting from these conditions. For example, regular exercise and maintaining a low fat
and low cholesterol diet help to prevent heart disease. And, Pap tests detect cervical
cancer, which can be treated more successfully if diagnosed at an early stage.

Barriers to Care

Assessment participants are three times more likely than the US. general population to
earn annual household incomes of less than $10,000. Median household income among
assessment participants was $18,465, compared to the median household income for
the U.S. general population of $29,943.

/?
Assessment participants are almost twice as likely as the US. general population to lack
health insurance. Women who participated in the study are almost twice as likely as
men to have health insurance coverage.

Adequate income and/or adequate health insurance coverage are important components
of health care accessibility. Participants in this study have comparatively less income
and less health insurance, and are therefore less likely to obtain health care when
needed. A lower utilization rate of health care services was demonstrated among
participants, as they visit their doctors less often than the US. general population.

Health Statistics

Health and mortality statistics for American Indians/Alaska Natives often are unavailable
from city, county, and state health departments. Special computer runs often are
required to obtain requested data. In addition, the accuracy of some information is
questionable. Previous research has demonstrated problems with obtaining accurate
mortality and morbidity statistics for American Indians/Alaska Natives. Usually, such
statistics are under reported. Infant deaths among American Indians/Alaska Natives, for
example, are often coded as White on death certificates.

Service Utilization

P City and county health departments and community health centers document few clinic
users who are American Indians/Alaska Natives. The most commonly mentioned source
of health care among project participants is a private physician, followed by an Indian



Health Service clinic, and neighborhood or family health center.

None of the city and county health departments in the study cities provide health
services that specifically target American Indian/Alaska Native residents. Furthermore,
many health department officials are unaware of the existence of American Indian/Alaska
Native residents within their cities. Many health departments (or other designated health
agencies) do not collect service utilization data on American Indians/Alaska Natives. For
those that do, few service users identify themselves as American Indian/Alaska Native.
Among the six sites, only the Houston City Health Department was able to document a
level of service utilization (for its Maternal Child Health Services Division) in equivalent
proportion to the city’s population of American Indians/Alaska Natives.

Leading problems reported by participants when seeking health care include cost, lack
of health insurance, and lack of American Indian/Alaska Native health providers. Lack
of knowledge of available local health services and the perception that mainstream
health providers don’t understand their health needs are also problems reported by
participants.

Recommendations

The results of this study suggest several areas for improvement in decreasing mortality
and associated morbidity among urban American Indians/Alaska Natives in the six study b
sites. The leading causes of death are all associated with behavioral risk factors that,
if modified, would decrease mortality rates for each of the causes. In addition, problems
with access to health care services are significant for urban American Indians/Alaska
Natives. For whatever reasons, American Indians/Alaska Natives in the study sites do
not typically use local health clinics. Private physicians are the most common source
of health care among assessment participants, but because of low incomes and a high
percentage of urban American Indian/Alaska Native residents without health insurance,
health care utilization is less than that in the general population.

The study produced recommendations in two areas: steps needed for local urban
American Indian/Alaska Native organizations to pursue Title V funding through the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act for additional urban Indian health programs; and those
related to the need for increased recognition by health officials at all levels of the health
needs of American Indian/Alaska Native residents of urban communities. Major
recommendations include:

Title V, Section 504 Funding Issues

1. . Health needs assessments should be conducted in all potential sites using
standard guidelines and assessment tools, and in accordance with Title V, Section
504, of the Indian Health Care improvement Act.

2. To accomplish the above, one year contracts of $25,000$50,000  per location are



3.

*
4.

I

5.

6.

needed.

The Year 2000 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives should serve
as guidelines to obtain baseline data, so as to develop appropriate health
objectives and health services for urban Indian heath programs.

Criteria should be developed for ranking the need among the study sites for Title
V funding, in light of limited funds.

Technical assistance should be made available to those who receive contracts,
for conducting the health needs assessment and for building coalitions among
health officials, governing agencies, and urban Indian organizations.

In addition to the six cities included in this health needs assessment, there are
other U.S. cities with significant numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native
residents. An evaluation of the health status and needs of American Indian/Alaska
Native people in these additional cities should also be completed. One study, in
particular, should include urban areas that may have nearby Indian health facilities
(within 30 miles), but where persons in the urban areas still have difficulty
obtaining access to health care. Suggested sites include Duluth (MN), Las Vegas
(NV), Buffalo (NY), Rapid City (SD), Anchorage (AK), and Syracuse (NY).

Increased Awareness of American Indian/Alaska Native Health Needs

7. Increase awareness on the part of city, county, and state health officials. of the
need to improve the accuracy of mortality and morbidity statistics for American
Indians/Alaska Natives living in urban areas. Indian Health Service Urban Area
Coordinators are in strategic positions to provide the type of education and follow
through required to work with selected health officials at all three levels to improve
the accuracy of morbidity and mortality data for urban American Indians/Alaska
Natives.

8. Increase awareness on the part of health department and community health
center administrators of the need for health services among their community’s
American Indian/Alaska Native population. Health departments and community
health centers often provide culturally sensitive health care to ethnic groups who
have immigrated to the U.S. from a multitude of countries, but fail to do the same
for indigenous people of the U.S. Implementing an educational program, perhaps
in conjunction with coalition building, would be helpful in providing information on
the American Indian/Alaska Native communities within the cities.
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND



BACKGROUND
il

Purpose of Study

The purpose of this project is to assess the health status, health needs, and health risks
of American Indians/Alaska Natives living in selected urban centers with significant
numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native residents not currently served by Indian
health programs funded by the Indian Health Service. The assessment was conducted
according to Section 504 of Title V of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (as
amended). The six urban areas included in this assessment are: San Antonio and
Houston, Texas; Anaheim, California; St.’ Louis and Kansas City, Missouri; and
Washington, D.C. Figure 1 .l provides a graphic display of the study sites and the 33
cities with urban Indian health programs currently receiving Title V funding through the
Indian Health Service.

The following is a list of names and locations of urban Indian health programs currently
funded through the Indian Health Service.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

. 19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

,p>

Native Americans for Community Action, Flaggstaff, Arizona
Indian Community Health Service, Inc., Phoenix, Arizona
Traditional Indian Alliance, Tucson, Arizona
American Indian Council, Bakersfield, California
American Indian Free Clinic, Bellflower, California (Los Angeles)
Fresno Indian Health Association, Clovis, California
San Francisco/Oakland Indian Health Board, Oakland, California
Sacramento Urban Indian Health Project, Inc., Sacramento, California
San Diego American Indian Health Center, San Diego, California
Indian Health Center of Santa Clara, San Jose, California
Santa Barbara Urban Indian Health, Santa Barbara, California
American Indian Health Services, Chicago, Illinois
Hunter Health Clinic, Wichita, Kansas
Boston Indian Council, Boston, Massachusetts
Detroit American Indian Health Center, Detroit, Michigan
Indian Health Board of Minneapolis, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Indian Health Board of Billings, Billings, Montana
North American Indian Alliance, Butte, Montana
Native American Center, Inc., Great Falls, Montana
Helena Indian Alliance, Helena, Montana
Native American Services Agency, Missoula, Montana
Nebraska Urban Indian Health Coalition, Lincoln, Nebraska
Nevada Urban Indians, Inc., Reno, Nevada
Albuquerque Urban Indian Health Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico
American Indian Community House, New York, New York

himducbbn and Background 1



Figure 1 .I - Cities With Urban Indian Health Programs
& Current Assessment Sites
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,-.
26
27
28
29
30
31.
32.
33.

*

Portland Indian Health Services, Portland, Oregon
South Dakota Urban Indian Health, Pierre, South Dakota
Dallas InterTribal  Center, Dallas, Texas
Indian Health Care Clinic, Salt Lake City, Utah
Seattle Indian Health Board, Seattle, Washington
Spokane Urban Indian Health, Spokane, Washington
United Amerindian Health Center, Green Bay, Wisconsin
Milwaukee Indian Health Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Historv of Urban Indian Health Proarams

More than half of all American Indians/Alaska Natives living in the United States today
live in cities and towns, not on reservations (AIHCA, 1991). Prompted by the federal
government’s official relocation programs, American Indians/Alaska Natives moved to the
cities in the 1950s 60s and 70s seeking education, employment and a better life. What
they found instead, however, were cultural alienation, prejudice, unemployment, poverty,
and ill health.

Twelve cities were designated by the federal government as “relocation cities” during the
1950s.  These included: Chicago; Los Angeles; Denver; San Francisco; San Jose; St.
Louis; Joliet; Waukega; Oakland; Cincinnati; Cleveland; and Dallas (Prucha, 1964).
Relocation cities contained field offices for the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Relocation
Branch. The purpose of the Relocation Branch was to help American Indians/Alaska
Natives find employment in the cities.

Once off the reservation, American Indians/Alaska Natives forfeited access to federally
provided health care, and because they were unfamiliar or uncomfortable with existing
urban health care delivery systems, they often received no health care in the cities.
Urban American Indian/Alaska Native leaders responded to the health needs among their
people by organizing the first urban clinics for American Indians. They were small,
staffed by part-time providers, and often run by volunteers. They filled a need, though,
for health care services that were available, affordable, accessible, and most of all,
culturally sensitive.

In response to these community based efforts, Congress provided federal funding for
urban clinics through the Indian Health Service, starting with the Indian Health Board of

. Minneapolis. Three more programs were funded in 1973, and five more in 1974. In
1976, Congress passed the Indian Health Care Improvement Act, which recognized the
need for a national network of urban Indian health care programs.

-

Today, 33 urban Indian health programs operate in 41 sites across the country. The
range of services provided by the programs varies widely. All urban Indian health
programs funded by the Indian Health Service are required to provide referral and
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outreach services, while others provide full ambulatory health care. In recent years,
many centers have added mental health and substance abuse components. Many
programs bill for services and collect from patients and third party payers. Sliding fee
scales are common, and no one is turned away. In 1990, nearly 100,000 American
Indians/Alaska Natives were served by existing urban Indian health programs nationwide.

Since initial congressional allocations were made in 1978 to implement the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act, only one new urban Indian health program has been funded--the
Native Americans for Community Action (NACA) Family Health Center in Flagstaff,
Arizona. Many U.S. cities that do not currently have urban Indian health programs have
sizable numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native residents. Information obtained
during the course of this project provides significant insight into the health status and
health needsof selected groups of American Indians/Alaska Natives in six U.S. cities.

Should additional funding be allocated by Congress for the start up of new urban Indian
health programs, the results of this study can be used to help determine the need for
such programs. In addition, American Indian/Alaska Native community groups in these
cities can use information contained in this report to learn about the health needs in their
communities, and to lay a groundwork for community coalition building and organization.

Leaislative Reauirements

Sections 503 and 504 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act require that specific
information be obtained about American Indian/Alaska Native residents of urban areas
before federal funds can be requested to establish urban Indian health programs.
Information is required on the following parameters:

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

population of American Indians/Alaska Natives residing in each city;
current health status of this population;
current health needs of this population;
public and private health services and resources available to American
Indian/Alaska Native residents of the city; and
extent to which American Indian/Alaska Native residents use these
resources.

.
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METHODOLOGY

Studv Site Selection Criteria

Multiple factors were  considered when deciding which cities to include in this study, the
most important of which included:

1. number of American Indians/Alaska Natives residing in the urbanized area;
1 2. percentage of American Indian/Alaska Native residents at or below 200%

of poverty level; and
3. distance to the nearest Indian health facility (Tribal, IHS, or urban).

These three factors were analyzed in a February, 1991 report by the American Indian
Health Care Association, entitled “Potential Sites: Urban Centers Unserved by an Urban
Indian Health Program.” According to 1980 Census figures (the most recent available
for the purpose of that report), fifty seven U.S. cities had at least 1,009 American
Indian/Alaska Native residents. By limiting consideration of potential sites to those cities
with at least 3,000 American Indian/Alaska Native residents, and considering the other
two criteria above, the list of potential sites for study was narrowed in the 1991 report
to a total of 19 cities.

The first step in selecting the six sites included in the current project involved an analysis
of the 19 cities. The most important consideration in determining study sites remained
the numbers of American Indians/Alaska Natives residing in the cities, but additional
criteria were added following initial contact and phone conversations with key people in
the communities. These criteria include:

1.

2.

presence of an existing American Indian/Alaska Native organization willing
to participate in the study, and perhaps able to apply for start up funds
under Section 504 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act; and
distance to the nearest Indian health facility accessible to American
Indians/Alaska Natives living in the urban center.

This selection process prioritized the list of study sites to six: Anaheim, California;
Washington, DC; Kansas City, Missouri; Houston, Texas; San Antonio, Texas; and St.
Louis, Missouri.

s

Methods Used

. Several methods are used in this health needs assessment. They include:

1. analysis of 1990 Census data;

/?
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2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

analysis of city specific mortality data;
on-site meetings with American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders;
on-site meetings with city and county health department officials;
analysis of selected health indicator data (birth rates, percentage of women
receiving prenatal care in the first trimester, percentage of low birth weight infants;
and infant mortality rates);
analysis of Health Risk Appraisal (HRA) data; and
analysis of Community Health Assessment data.

1990 Census Data

Population figures were obtained from the 1990 Census for total numbers of American
Indians/Alaska Natives residing in each of the six cities. These population figures reflect
the number of American Indian/Alaska Native residents living in the “Urbanized Area”, as
opposed to the “City”  or “Metropolitan Statistical Area” (MSA). “Urbanized Area” more
closely reflects the catchment area for those individuals likely to use services in a given
urban area. It excludes individuals living in more rural areas of a particular MSA, but
includes more than just those individuals living within the central city boundaries.
“Urbanized Area” is defined by the U.S. Census Bureau as an area “comprised of one
or more places and surrounding densely settled territory with a combined population of
50,000 or more inhabitants”.

Mortality Data

Using data collected on American Indian/Alaska Native residents of the US. by the
National Center for Health Statistics, the American Indian Health Care Association has
examined the causes of death for American Indians/Alaska Natives in selected urban
areas. Causes of death for years 19851987  among American Indian/Alaska Native
residents were determined for the six study sites.

Meetings With American Indian/Alaska Native Community Leaders

Meetings were held with American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders in each of
the six sites. These individuals represent a variety of professional backgrounds,
including executive directors and program managers of Indian centers, American
Indian/Alaska Native educators, business owners, officers of American Indian/Alaska
Native organizations, and others identified by community members as influential within
the community.

A total of fifteen individuals were interviewed-at least two in each city. The following
questions were asked about their communities:
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.-. 1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

Where in your community do American Indians/Alaska Natives receive their
health care?
What are the major barriers to health care for American Indians/Alaska
Natives in your community?
Can you identify potential solutions to these barriers?
What types of health care services are needed in your community for
American Indian/Alaska Native residents?
Are there particular neighborhoods in your community with large numbers
of American Indian/Alaska Native residents? If so, where are they?

Meetings with City and County Health Department Officials

Meetings were held with health officials in selected study sites to obtain health statistics
on American Indian/Alaska Native residents. In the majority of study sites, meetings
were held with health department officials. In two sites, however, city-wide ambulatory
health care services are managed through another type of agency, i.e., a regional
hospital in St. Louis, and an ambulatory clinic system in Washington, DC. In these two
sites, meetings were requested with officials representing those agencies. In two of the
study sites-St. Louis and San Antonio-health officials had no knowledge of services
provided to American Indian/Alaska Native residents, nor did they collect or code
utilization information for American Indians/Alaska Natives. For this reason, on-site
meetings with health officials were not held.

During the meetings with health officials, the following information was requested:

1. Does your agency collect health information specifically for American
Indians/Alaska Natives?

2. What information is available for American Indians/Alaska Natives on the following
health indicators?
. births
l percent of pregnant women receiving prenatal care in the first trimester
. percent of low birth weight infants
0 infant mortality
l mortality data for other age groups
0 morbidity data

3. Do American Indian/Alaska Native residents of your city use your services?
If so, how many?

4. Do you provide services that specifically target American Indian/Alaska Native
residents of your community?

5. How would your organization be able to support an urban Indian health program?
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bl Health Indicator Data . ..

Selected health indicator data for American Indians/Alaska Natives were obtained from
local and state health departments, including: birth rate; percentage of pregnant women
receiving prenatal care in the first trimester; percentage of infants born weighing at or
below 2500 grams; and infant mortality rate. State and local health departments
routinely maintain these statistics to provide an ongoing analysis of the health of their
population. In some areas, however, information on these particular indicators are not
routinely analyzed for the American Indian/Alaska Native population, and special
computer runs were required to retrieve the data. When asked why these data were not
routinely analyzed, the most common response was that it’s not done because the
overall percentage of American Indians/Alaska Natives in the population is so small.

Birth Rate

Birth rates are provided for American Indians/Alaska Natives in all six study sites, and
are compared to birth rates for American Indians/Alaska Natives statewide (where
available), as well as to those for the local and state general population.

Percentaae of Women Receivina  Earlv Prenatal Care

Initiation of early prenatal care has been identified as an important goal in the Year 2000
National Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives. The recommendation for
prenatal care is that by the Year 2000, SO percent of all pregnant women receive prenatal
care beginning in the first trimester.

The percentage of pregnant women receiving early prenatal care is presented for ail six
study sites, and compared to the percentages for American Indian/Alaska Native women
statewide, as well as to those for the local and state general population.

Percentaae of Low Birth Weiaht Infants

Low birth weight is a critical indicator of health status, and the most important predictor
of infant mortality. Infants weighing 2,500 grams or less are almost 40 times more likely
to die in the first month of life than heavier infants (Shapiro, 1980). The Year 2000
National Health Objectives recommend that low birth weight be reduced to no more than
five percent of all live births.

The percentage of low birth weight infants born to American Indian/Alaska Native women
is presented for all six study sites, and compared to the percentage for American
Indian/Alaska Native women statewide, as well as to those for the local and state general
population.
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.- Infant Mortality

The most widely used indicator of maternal and child health is the rate of infant mortality.
infant deaths in the first year of life correlate with many risk factors shared by vulnerable
populations, including poor maternal health and nutritional status, inadequate health
care, poverty, low level of education, and unfavorable environmental conditions (Indian
Health Service, 1991).

Infant mortality rates in all six sties are presented for American Indians/Alaska Natives,
and compared to those for the American Indian/Alaska Native population statewide, as
well as to those for the local and state general population.

Health Risk Appraisals

The Health Risk Appraisal (HRA)-originally developed at the Carter Center in Atlanta and
adapted for use with American Indian/Alaska Native communities by Indian Health
Service, Aberdeen Area-is a health education/health assessment tool used to determine
selected behavioral health risks. The HRA assesses an individual’s behavioral risk
factors in several health areas--cardiovascular, injury, mental health, alcohol use,
diabetes, women’s health, and others--and provides a computerized health risk
assessment printout to each individual participant. The HRA includes a 40-item

/? questionnaire, physiological measurements for blood pressure, random glucose, and
serum cholesterol, and takes about 20 minutes to administer. (See Appendix C for copy
of instrument.) Each participant receives personalized health counseling on his or her
health behaviors and health risks.

For the purposes of this project, HRAs were conducted in collaboration with American
Indian/Alaska Native organizations in each of the six study sites. In three communities,
Indian center directors hosted personnel from the American Indian Health Care
Association to conduct HRAs at their centers. There are no Indian centers in the three
other cities, so other American Indian/Alaska Native organizations assisted in planning,
scheduling, advertising, and implementing HRAs  at a variety of locations. Where
possible, HRAs were conducted at community events, i.e., feasts and POWWOWS.

Persons participating in the HRAs were encouraged to do so by members of the
sponsoring community organizations. Each community organization handled its own

. advertising and recruiting efforts.

Community Health Assessments

Persons participating in the Health Risk Appraisals also completed a Community Health
Assessment, a two page form asking questions about their use of health services (where,
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how often, and how far they travel to receive care), health insurance coverage, and
problems encountered when seeking health care.

Samplina  Procedures

American Indian/Alaska Native residents in the majority of U.S. cities do not live in
defined neighborhoods or even within particular Census tracts. Such is the case with
the six cities included in this study. Because the concentration of American
Indian/Alaska Native residents within a given site is not great enough for door-to-door
sampling, and because there is no accessible city-wide list of American Indian/Alaska
Native residents from which to choose participants, no attempt was made to obtain a
random sample. Instead, participants in the study constitute a convenience sample.
Persons included in the study were those interested in participating in the assessment,
and who also met the criteria for participation, which includes 1) self-identified American
Indian/Alaska Native resident of area, and 2) age 18 and older.

Through advertisement (newspaper, radio, newsletter, flyers) and word-of-mouth,
American Indians/Alaska Natives were encouraged to participate in the Health Risk
Appraisals and Community Health Assessments. Advertisement efforts were more
rigorous in some sites than in others. Following relatively low turnouts in the first two
cities, raffles were held in the last four sites to increase participation.

p,
A total of 475 persons participated in the Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health
Assessments across all six study sites. Assessment participants totaled 65 in Kansas
City, 80 in Washington, DC., 108 in Houston, 119 in Anaheim, 31 in San Antonio, and
72 in St. Louis. All assessment participants were at least 18 years of age, and the vast
majority under age 65. (A more in-depth demographic profile of assessment participants
is included in Section 2.)

DATA ANALYSIS

Data Entry

Health Risk Appraisal data were entered into the computer at the time of assessment
using an optical scanner. A coding system was developed for entry of The Community
Health Assessment data, for which a single research assistant did the majority of the
data entry.

Data Analvsis

“Epi Info, Version 5.01a” an epidemiological software package jointly developed by the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO), was used
to analyze the Health Risk Appraisal and Community Health Assessment data.
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factors, and totals were
risk factors are grouped

Comparative data are presented in almost all instances. Depending on the data,

.n Frequencies were computed for selected behavioral risk
compared by city and with national standards. Individual
together within specific health categories.

Comparative Data

comparisons are made with information ffom the following sources: U.S. Bureau of the
Census; the 1990 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS); Year 2000
National Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives; the National Health
Interview Survey; and the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey.

LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

Unavailable Data

Lack of health information on American Indians/Alaska Natives at county, city, and state
health departments is the most significant barrier to the accuracy and completeness of
this assessment. Availability of American Indian/Alaska Native health data varies from
one study site to another. Some health departments, or designated agencies, routinely
collect and analyze health information on American Indian/Alaska Native residents.

f---- Other departments collect health data specific to American Indians/Alaska Natives, but
do not extract this information for analysis. Others collect health related information by
race only sporadically, if at all.

Data Misclassification

Death certificates are an important source of information about the health status of
selected groups of people. Accurate information about racial and ethnic groups,
however, can be obtained only if race is correctly coded on the certificates. Previous
investigation has examined the accuracy of race classification for American
Indians/Alaska Natives. In some states, death certificate information results in the
calculation of death rates that underestimate American Indian/Alaska Native mortality.
Other studies have found that a large proportion of infants recorded as Indian on
certificates and who die in the first year of life, are recorded as members of another race
(usually White) on death certificates (Sugarman, 1992).

Self-Selected Participants

American Indian/Alaska Native residents in each of the six cities chose to participate in
Health Risk Appraisals and Community Needs Assessments by responding to
advertisements, and through recruitment efforts on the part of community organizations.
Because participants are self-selected, study results are not representative and do not

/‘
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necessarily reflect the health status and health needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives
community-wide. Only a random sample can ensure that results are generalizable to the
entire population. Random samples are extremely difficult to obtain for studies with
urban American Indian/Alaska Native communities--the numbers are too small, and
people are reluctant to participate in research because of prior negative experiences,

Few Numbers of Partichants  in Some Cities

Attempts were made to recruit at least 100 participants in each of the six study sites.
This was possible in only two of the sites-Houston and Anaheim. In the other four sites,
fewer than 100 persons participated. Participation rates in the study varied from site to
site for a variety of reasons, including:

l intensity of local recruitment efforts;
l accessibility of locations where HRAs  were conducted;
l level of interest among community members and potential participants; and
l community cohesiveness.

Local Recruitment Efforts

Advertising and recruitment were done at each of the six study sites. American
Indian/Alaska Native centers, other American Indian/Alaska Native organizations, and
interested individuals all contributed to recruitment efforts across the six sites. The
intensity of recruitment efforts varied from site to site according to the interest, energy,
and available time on the part of the organization and/or individuals involved, and
available mechanisms through which to recruit (newsletter, newspaper, radio, etc.).

Accessibility of Locations Where HRAs Were Conducted

Established Indian centers have ongoing programs and meetings throughout the week
which draw American Indian/Alaska Native residents to the centers. People are
accustomed to going to the centers for services, meetings, socialization, feasts, etc., and
most centers are located in areas that are convenient to the population they serve. In
the three study sites that have Indian centers-Kansas City, Anaheim, and St. Louis--a
certain number of participants was guaranteed because of ongoing traffic through the
centers. In the three sites without centers, more aggressive efforts were made to choose
locations in which to conduct Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health
Assessments. Some sites, however, proved to be inconvenient to potential participants.
Although the best options available at the time, some locations proved to be
geographically distant and not easily accessible by public transportation.
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Level of Interest

The level of interest among community members and potential participants varied from
site to site. Several American Indian/Alaska Native organizations involved in this study
have discussed the possibility of starting clinics in their cities for American Indian/Alaska
Native residents, but have been unsure about how to go about it. As it is in the general
population, health care is an important issue in the American Indian/Alaska Native
community. Study sites with higher participation rates were also those with individuals
interested in the outcome of this study and the possibility of establishing an urban Indian
health program.

Community Cohesiveness

Levels of community cohesiveness are difficult to measure, but the effects can be felt.
Study sites with greater levels of .community  cohesiveness tend to have more organized
events, in the form of POWWOWS, feasts, other social events. Community members know
each other, plan events together, have both informal and formal groups and
organizations, and help each other in times of need. Indian centers often serve as a
focus for community activities, and as a hub for information sharing. Level of community
cohesiveness varied among the six study cities.
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SECTION 2

OVERALL FINDINGS IN SIX STUDY SITES



,f- BACKGROUND
..\

The Indian Health Service routinely receives health data on all American Indians/Alaska
Natives living in the United States from the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS).
In order to analyze trends in health status, IHS selects for analysis only those records
pertaining to persons living in the 33 reservation states. In some states, data are used
for all American Indians/Alaska Natives living in the state; in some, just for American
Indians/Alaska Natives living in reservation counties; and in others, just for American
Indians/Alaska Natives using IHS or Tribal health facilities (O’Brien, 1991). When health
statistics are used to describe the health status of American Indians/Alaska Natives in
the U.S., the information is limited, then, to those who fall within these categories.

Some data, however, have been analyzed just for urban American Indians/Alaska
NativesUsing  data collected on American Indian/Alaska Native residents of the U.S. by
the National Center for Health Statistics, the American Indian Health Care Association
has examined the causes of death for American Indians/Alaska Natives in selected urban
areas. Causes of death for years 19851987 among American Indian/Alaska Native
residents were determined for 34 cities in which Indian Health Service funded urban
Indian health programs operate. For years 19851987, the leading causes of death for
these urban American Indians/Alaska Natives are ranked in order as:

1. Heart disease
2. Cancer
3. Accidents
4. Cirrhosis
5. Stroke
6. Homicide
7. Diabetes

A reminder, however, that the above data are based on a select group of people--those
American Indians/Alaska Natives residing in 34 US. cities. Mortality data for American
Indians/Alaska Natives are often unavailable at the state level, and typically less available
at the local level. Even with data that are collected, many state and regional data
analysts state that mortality data for American Indians/Alaska Natives are often inaccurate
because of miscoding of race at the time of death (Sugarman, 1992).

OVERALL FINDINGS

For purposes of comparison, selected information is presented on all six cities involved
in the study: Kansas City; Washington, D.C.; Houston; Anaheim; San Antonio; and St.
Louis. Included are: 1990 population figures; general findings from meetings with
American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders; general findings from meetings with
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city and county health department officials; and analysis of Health Risk Arjpraisals  and
Community Health Assessments.

Census Data

Urbanized Area Census data were obtained for five of the six study sites. The sixth site--
Anaheim, California-is not considered an urbanized area, but is one of three cities that
comprise the Anaheim, Santa Ana, Garden Grove Metropolitan Statistical Area. Anaheim
is also the county seat of Orange County, is primarily urban. Census figures for
Anaheim represent those for Orange County, as a whole.

Table 2.1. 1990 Census Pooulation  of Six Studv Sites.

American Percentage of
Total Indian/Alaska Native Al/AN to Total

Urbanized Area Population Population Population

Anaheim, CA 2,410,556* 12,165* 0.50%

Washington, DC 3,363,031 9,040 0.27%

Houston, TX 2,901,851 8,141 0.28%

Kansas City, MO 1,275,317 6,073 0 . 4 8 %

San Antonio, TX 1,129,154 4,094 0.36%

St. Louis, MO 1,946,526 3,729 0.19%

Data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 1990
*Data for Orange County

General Findings  from Meetings with American Indian/Alaska Native Community
Leaders.

Several common themes emerged in responses given by American Indian/Alaska Native
community leaders to questions about the health needs of their community members.
These include:

1.

2.
3.

4.

Many American Indians/Alaska Natives do not seek needed health care
services;
Health insurance is often unaffordable, even for persons who work full-time;
Cost, lack of health insurance, and lack of knowledge about available
services are most often cited as barriers to health care;
American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders in cities with active
American Indian/Alaska Native organizations and/or identifiable
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5.

6.

communities have a better sense of their communities’ health needs than
those without such organizations or community cohesion, regardless of the
size of the American Indian/Alaska Native population residing within that
city;
It is common for American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders to
establish an informal network of assistance (financial, transportation, etc.)
in order to assist persons in need of emergency health care; and
American Indian/Alaska Native leaders are aware of many people living in urban
communities who travel hundreds of miles back to their home reservations to
obtain health care services.

General Findincas from Meetinas with Health Department Officials

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Some health departments or agencies collect American Indian/Alaska
Native specific health information and others do not. Some don’t ask for
racial or ethnic information at all, while some ask, but exclude American
Indian/Alaska Native as a possible response category;
Some health departments collect health information  on American
Indians/Alaska Natives, but do not extract information for analysis, usually
because the overall numbers are too few;
Race specific service utilization data are often unavailable at community
clinics and health departments. Communicable disease data are often the
only category of utilization data that are maintained according to race;
Some data are of questionable accuracy, i.e., no American Indian/Alaska
Native infant deaths in the state of Texas for years 1988-1990;
Many health department officials are unaware of existing American
Indian/Alaska Native communities within their city, county, or state.

Democlraphics

Figure 2.1 reflects selected demographic information for assessment participants in the
six study sites. The total number of persons participating in the HRAs and Community
Health Assessments across all six study sites was 475. Sixty-nine Tribes are represented
in the participant group. The four Tribes most often represented are: Cherokee;
Choctaw; Navajo; and Sioux. These four, though, still comprise less than 33 percent of
the total, indicating the diversity of Tribal representation among participants.
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Figure 2.1 - Demographics of Assessment participants
All Six Study Sites

* Age Median
Range

* sex Female
Male

* Employment Unemployed
Employed
Student
Retired
Homemaker

* Education Some High School
High School Grad
College Grad

* Ethnicity Full-blood
< Full-blood

* Tribes Cherokee
(69 Total) Choctaw

Navajo
Sioux
Other

Number of Participants = 475

41
10-87

63.2%
36.8%

13.7%
56.3%
6.4%

14.3%
9.2%

14.7%
23.1%
13.8%

25.3%
74.7%

16.3%
5.8%
5.3%
5.3%

67.3%

Comparisons of HRA data are presented on selected health categories, including:

. cardiovascular risk factors (smoking, high blood pressure, obesity, high
cholesterol, sedentary lifestyle);

. injury risk factors (lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and driving, binge
drinking);
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. diabetes risk factors;

. diabetes prevalence;
l suicide;
. men’s health (prostate cancer screening); and
. women’s health (breast and cervical cancer screening).

Cardiovascular Risk Factors

Selected cardiovascular risk factors are compared among the six cities and with national
levels. Definitions of these risk factors are as follows:

Smoking - currently smoking cigarettes

High Blood Pressure - one blood pressure reading with a systolic reading
of 140 mm Hg or greater OR diastolic reading of 90 mm Hg or greater

Obesity - 20 percent and over of desirable body weight, as recommended
in Metropolitan Life Insurance height/weight tables

High Cholesterol - 2.240 mg/dL

Sedentary Lifestyle - exercising < 3 times per week for a 20 minute time
period

The Behavioral Risk Factor Survey (BRFSS) provides 1990 comparative data for the state
general population on smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise. The National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS) provides national comparative data for cholesterol levels and
blood pressure readings using data obtained from the National Health and Nutrition
Examination Surveys (NHANES).

For cholesterol comparisons, it should be noted that Health Risk Appraisals report
cholesterol results for blood specimens obtained from a finger stick, resulting in a “blood
cholesterol” value, while the NHANES report cholesterol results for serum derived from
blood specimens obtained from a venipuncture, resulting in a ‘serum cholesterol” value.
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Cinarette  Smoking il

Cigarette smoking-a causative agent in the development of numerous illnesses,
including heart disease, lung cancer, and chronic lung disease-varies significantly within
the American Indian/Alaska Native community from region to region and from Tribe to
Tribe (Lando, 1992). Figure 2.2 reflects the proportion of current cigarette smokers in
each of the study cities.

Figure 2.2
Current Cigarette Smoking

K . C .  D . C . Hous.  Anaheim S.A. StLouis  Total U.S.

Health  Risk  Apprriral Urban  Amerkm In&n  I AIda N&ii. 1992
NCHS National Ho&h lntwview  Survey. Ages la)+. 1987

One-third of all assessment participants smoke cigarettes, compared to a U.S. total of
29 percent. The proportion of smokers varies greatly between sites, from 52 percent .in
Kansas City to 19 percent in San Antonio.

Among participants, an association exists between  smoking status and employment.
The odds of assessment participants who are unemployed to report they are a current
smoker are 3.5 times greater than for those employed full time.
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Hiah  Blood Pressure i,

A high blood pressure reading is defined as one (screening) reading with a systolic value
of 2 140 mm HG or a diastolic value of 2 90 mm Hg. High blood pressure is a primary
risk factor for heart disease, stroke, and kidney disease. Figure 2.3 reflects the
proportion af persons in each of the study cities with a high blood pressu ! reading.Ire

_)
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Figure 2.3

High Blood Pressure
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Thirty-one percent of all assessment participants have an elevated blood pressure
reading, compared to a U.S. total of thirty-seven percent. Only ten percent of urban
participants report taking blood pressure medicine.

Among assessment participants, an association exists between high blood pressure and
gender. The odds of having a high blood pressure reading are three times greater for
men participants than for women.

Obesitv
n

Obesity is defined as 20 percent or more above an optimum weight for height ratio (ADA
Reports, 1989) and is associated with heart disease, gall bladder disease, diabetes, and

I certain types of cancers. Figure 2.4 reflects the percentage of persons in each city who
are obese.
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Figure 2.4

Obesity
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m Sixty percent of assessment participants are obese, compared to a U.S. total of 23
percent. Because of its high prevalence in urban American Indian/Alaska Native
communities, the high percentage of obesity is cause for concern. However, there is
controversy about the definition of obesity. Standards incorporated into the Health Risk
Appraisal used in this project are based on 1959 Metropolitan Life height/weight tables.
Less strict standards have been developed favoring use of a “body mass index” @MI),
a metric measurement that compares height with weight (U.S. Department of Agriculture,
1990). These guidelines also provide different standards according to age, and allow
persons age 35 and older to maintain a heavier weight and still be considered healthy.
The prevalence of obesity among assessment participants would be lower if the more
liberal standards were incorporated into the Health Risk Appraisal software program.
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Hioh  Cholesterol i,

Cholesterol is a type of fat which builds up in the arteries and increases risk of heart
disease and subsequent heart attack and stroke. A high cholesterol reading is defined
as 240 mg/dL  or greater. Figure 2.5 reflects the percentage of persons in each of the
cities with a high cholesterol reading.

Figure 2.5
High Cholesterol
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Seventeen percent of assessment participants have a high cholesterol reading,
compared with a US. total of 27 percent. Prevalence among the cities ranges from a

of 13 percent in San Antonio to a high of twenty-four percent in St. Louis.

Borderline high cholesterol is defined as 200-239 mg/dL The prevalence of borderline
i?igh  cholesterol among participants is 28.3 percent, compared to 30.3 percent for the
U.S. total population.
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P Sedentarv Lifestvle i,

A sedentary lifestyle is defined as exercising less than three times a week for a 20 minute
time period. Exercise helps to control weight, improve cardiovascular health, alleviate
anxiety, and also contributes to more efficient metabolism of blood sugar in diabetics.
Lack of exercise and obesity often go hand in hand, and contribute to the development
of heart disease and diabetes. Figure 2.6 reflects the proportion of persons in each of
the cities who have a sedentary lifestyle.

. *

Sixty-three

Figure 2.6
Sedentary Lifestyle
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percent of assessment participants do not exercise enough, compared to a
U.S. total of 59 percent. A larger proportion of women participants than men lead a
sedentary lifestyle as sixty-nine percent of women and fifty-three percent of men do not
exercise enough .
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Injury Risk Factors

Selected injury risk factors are compared among the six cities, and with national levels.
Definitions of these risk factors are as follows:

Lack of Seatbelt  Use - seatbelts used <60% of the time’

Drinking and Driving - operating a motor vehicle after drinking too much
alcohol, or riding as a passenger with someone who has drunk too much,
at least one time in the past month

Binge Drinking - Consumption of at least 5 drinks on one or more
occasions during the past month

Seatbelt  Use

Accidents are a leading cause of death for American Indians/Alaska Natives, and wearing
seatbelts decreases mortality from car accidents. Figure 2.7 reflects the number of
people in each city who do not use seatbelts.

Figure 2.7

Seatbelt Non Use
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‘<60%  or “rarely, now and then, and hatf’ for Health Risk Appraisal data, compared with ‘soinetimes,
seldom, or neveP  for BRFSS data.
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Thirty percent of assessment participants generally do not use seatbelts while driving or
riding in a car. This ranges from a low of 13 percent in San Antonio to a high of 52
percent in Kansas City, and compares to a U.S. total of 26 percent.

Among participants, use of seatbelts was strongly associated with years of formal
education. The odds of participants with a high school diploma or less of using their
seatbelts are three times less than for those with a college education.

An additional risk factor in automobile accidents is driving over the speed limit. Twenty-
seven percent of assessment participants report driving an average of 6-10 miles per
hours over the speed limit, while ten percent drive at least 11 miles per hour over the
speed limit.

Drinkino  and Driving

Fatalities from motor vehicle accidents are often associated with alcohol use. Figure 2.8
reflects the proportion of persons in each city who drink and drive.

Figure 2.8
Drinking & Driving
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At least once per month, thirteen percent of assessment participants drive after drinking
alcohol, or ride in a motor vehicle with a driver who has been drinking. This compares
to a U.S. total of 3 percent, and ranges from a low of eight percent in Anaheim to a high.
of 20 percent in Kansas City.
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Binae Drinkinq u

Figure 2.9 reflects the proportion of persons in each city who binge drink.

Figure 2.9

Binge Drinking
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Binge drinking (5 or more alcoholic drinks on one occasion) is 30 percent higher among
assessment participants than among the U.S. total population. Twenty-one percent of
participants binge drink, ranging from a low of thirteen percent in Washington, D.C. to
a high of thirty-four percent in Kansas City. The proportion of the U.S. total population
who binge drink is 15 percent.

Heavy alcohol use is associated with accidental injury, cardiovascular disease, birth
defects, and cirrhosis. Pregnant women who binge drink increase the risk for birth
defects among their newborn infants. Cf the 300 women participants, only seven report
they might be pregnant; of these seven, only one reported one or more episodes of
binge’drinking during the past month.
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Diabetes Risk Factors

Selected diabetes risk factors are compared among the six cities. Definitions of these
risk factors are as follows:

High Random Blood Glucose Level - one reading of 115 mg/dL or greate?

Family History - reporting at least one close relative (mother, father,
brother or sister) with diabetes

Comparative data are available from the American Diabetes Association on the
prevalence of random glucose values in the U.S. general population.

Figure 2.10 reflects proportions of persons with high random glucose levels and those
with a family history of diabetes in each of the six cities.

Figure 2.10
Elevated Blood Glucose & Family History
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Twenty percent of assessment participants have a blood glucose of 115 mg/dL or above,
while forty-six percent have a close relative with diabetes.

2According  to American Diabetes Association guidelines, a positiie  screening for random blood
glucose is 2 115 mg/dL.
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While one elevated blood glucose reading is not diagnostic of diabetes, it is reason for
concern and further evaluation. The American Diabetes Association has estimated that
6.6 percent of the U.S. total population age 20-74 has random blood glucose levels of
115 mg/dL or higher (McNamara,  1992).

Diabetes Prevalence

Figure 2.11 reflects the percentage of persons who report having been told they have
diabetes.

Figure 2.11

Diabetes Prevalence
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Twelve percent of assessment participants report they have diabetes. This compares
to an estimated U.S. prevalence of 5 percent, and ranges ‘from a low of 2.8 percent in
Houston to a high of twenty-three percent .in Kansas City. The overall prevalence of 12
percent among participants closely compares to that of a 1987 study, which found a 13
percent prevalence of previously diagnosed diabetes for those 19 years of age and over
among American Indians/Alaska Natives living on reservations (NCHS, 1990).
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Suicide Ideation

Figure 2.12 reflects the percentage of persons in the study who have seriously
considered suicide at sometime in the past.

Figure 2.12

Seriously Considered Suicide
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Twenty-five percent of assessment participants have seriously considered suicide in the
past, and three percent have considered it within the past two months. Of the men in
the study, 19 percent had seriously considered suicide, but not recently, while two
percent had considered suicide in the past two months. For women, 24 percent had
seriously considered suicide at some point in the past, while four percent had
considered it within the past two months.

While the findings of this study indicate that more women than men have seriously
considered suicide at some time in the past, successful suicide among Native Americans
is primarily among young men (May, 1987).
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Women’s Health

Cervical Cancer Screening

Three hundred (63 percent) of assessment participants are women age 18 and over.
Breast and cervical cancer screening are important preventive health measures for
women. The American Cancer Society (ACS) recommends that women receive regular
Pap tests for cervical cancer screening at age 18 or when sexual activity begins,
whichever comes first. While the decision on frequency of Pap tests is left to the woman
and her physician, the ACS recommends annual Pap tests until three consecutive
negative test results have been obtained, then at least every three years, and more often
for women with selected risk factors. Figure 2.13 reflects the lack of Pap test use among
women age 18 and over.

Figure 2.13

Lack of Pap Test Use, Age 18+
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Five percent of women assessment participants have never had a Pap test, while
seventeen percent have not had a Pap test within the last three years.
Recommendations included in the Year 2000 Health Objectives for the Nation state that
by the year 2000, at least 95 percent of all women age 18 and over have had a Pap test

. at least once, and that 85 percent have had a Pap test within the most recent three years
(leaving an unscreened percentage of five percent and 15 percent, respectively).
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Breast Cancer Screeninq

The American Cancer Society recommends that women obtain their first mammogram
by age 40, and have repeat mammograms every one to two years until age 50, when
yearly mammograms are recommended. (Women with a family history of breast cancer
should get a baseline mammogram at age 35.) One hundred and fifty-two project
participants (32 percent) are women age 40 and over. Figure 2.14 reflects the
percentage of women age 40 and over who have never had a mammogram or who have
not received one within the past three years.

Figure 2.14
Lack of Mammogram Use, Age 40+
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Twenty percent of women assessment participants age 40 and over have never had a
mammogram, while seventeen percent have had one, but not within the past three years.
The Year 2000 National Health Objectives recommend that 80 percent of women age 40
and over receive a clinical breast examination and mammogram.

Among participants, regular mammogram use is strongly associated with health
insurance coverage. The odds of women participants age 40 and over with health
insurance of having had a mammogram within the past three years are almost three
times greater than those for women without health insurance coverage.
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An important risk factor in the development of breast cancer is a family histdty of breast
cancer. Nine percent of women participants age 18 and over, and 11 percent of those
age 40 and over, report a family history (mother or sister) of breast cancer.

Additional behavioral risks for breast cancer include never having had a breast exam by
a health care provider, and not performing self breast exams (SBE). Nineteen percent
of women assessment participants age 18 and older report never having had a physician
or other health care provider examine their breasts, and twenty-eight percent report they
rarely or never perform SBE.

Men’s Health

The American Cancer Society recommends that men age 40 and older receive yearly
exams to screen for prostate cancer. The recommended screening procedure is a digital
rectal exam performed by a physician. The incidence of prostate cancer increases as
one grows older, and, if detected in its early stages, can be successfully treated with
surgery.

Of the 475 project participants, 101 (21 percent) are men age 40 and older. Of these,
only 25 percent have received a rectal exam within the last year. Thirty-five percent of
male participants age 40 and older have had a rectal exam in the past, but not within the
past three years, while ten percent report never having had a rectal exam at all.
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r Communitv Health Assessment Data

Income

Access to health care is greatly affected by the ability to pay for it. Figure 2.15 reflects
the percentage of persons in all six cities whose household income is less than $10,000
a year.

Figure 2.15
Household Income Less Than $1 O,OOO/Year
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Assessment participants are three times more likely than the U.S. total population to
report household earnings of less than $10,000 a year. Thirty-one percent of participants
report household earnings of less than $10,000 a year, compared to a U.S. total of 11
percent. Incomes of American Indians/Alaska Natives are lowest in Anaheim, where 53
percent of participants have annual household incomes of less than $10,000.

Income levels among different groups are often compared according to the median of
the group. A median income is the midpoint of a range, where half of all people earn
less and half earn more than the median. According to the 1990 Census, the 1989
median household income for the U.S. general population was $29,943. Table 2.2
reflects median income for participants in the six study cities.
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Table 2.2 Median Income for Cities

Median
income

Kansas San
City D.C. Houston Anaheim Antonio st. Louis Total

$13,437 $33,393 $27,708 $9,354 $15,833 $13,889 $18,465

As reflected in Table 2.2, median income among study cities varies widely, ranging from
$9,354 in Anaheim to $33,393 in Washington, D.C. The wide range in median incomes
is due to several reasons. One important reminder, however, is that participants of this
study comprise a convenience sample, not a random sample, and so do not necessarily
reflect selected characteristics of the group as a whole. For example, assessment
participants in Washington, DC. are highly educated (37 percent have college or
advanced degrees), and almost all (90 percent) are employed. Income levels reflect this,
with a median income of over $33,000. Participants in Houston also reflect a high level
of education (21 percent are college graduates), employment (64 percent are employed),
and income level ($27,708).

On the lower end of the income continuum are Anaheim participants. Many participants
in Anaheim were persons using services offered at the Southern California Indian Center,
Inc. The Center’s Social Services program is very active, providing services to low
income community residents. Many participants decided to participate in the health
needs assessment while at the Center’s Social Services office. In addition, several
participants were recruited from the Senior program offered weekly at the Center.
Seniors are typically retired, and on fixed incomes. The lower incomes of these two
groups of participants are reflected in the lower overall median household income in
Anaheim of $9,354.

Health Insurance

Health insurance coverage is a crucial factor in one’s ability to obtain adequate health
care. In the U.S., private health insurance coverage is closely linked to employment
status. Medicare is available for those over age 65, and Medicaid is available for the
poor or disabled.

.

Over the past decade, private insurance coverage has become less accessible for a
. variety of reasons: loss of jobs; higher cost of health care; and higher premiums

charged to employers and employees. Many people who are employed part time or at
lower paying jobs are not able to pay high insurance premiums, and often elect to have
no health insurance coverage. Others with health insurance can’t afford the high
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deductibles they incur when health care is obtained, so put off seeking needed health
care services. Figure 2.16 reflects the percentage of persons who are not covered by
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health insurance.

Figure 2.16
No Health Insurance Coverage
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Twenty-eight percent of project participants lack health insurance, compared to a U.S.
total of 16 percent. American Indians/Alaska Natives in St. Louis are especially affected
by lack of health insurance coverage, with 37.5 percent reporting no coverage.

Among participants, health insurance coverage is associated with gender. The odds of
women participants having health insurance coverage are almost twice those of men.
Health insurance coverage is closely linked to employment status, and women
participants are almost twice as likely to be employed as men.
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Distance Traveled to Visit Doctor 0

The distance one travels to the doctor is an important component of determining
accessibility of health care. Figure 2.17 reflects the proportion of persons who travel 30
or more miles to visit a physician.

Figure 2.17
Travel 30 Or More Miles To Physician Or Clinic
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Fourteen percent of assessment participants travel distances of 30 miles or more to go
to their doctors for health care, ranging from a low of 11 percent in Washington, D.C. to
B high of 29 percent in Kansas City. Six percent of all participants travel 50 or more
n .ika to visit a doctor.

.
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f Average Number of Doctor Visits a Year 0

Use of physician services also reflects health care accessibility. Figure 2.18 reflects the
average number of office visits made by assessment participants to see a physician each
year.

Figure 2.18
Averacle  Number Of Doctor Visits In Past Year
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Assessment participants visit the doctor on an average of 2.5 times a year, compared
BQ an average among the U.S. general population of almost 4 times a year. Mortality
YBI morbidity statistics indicate that American Indians/Alaska Natives are no more
.xJ~hy  than the general population. In fact, for many illnesses just the opposite is true.
Urban American Indians/Alaska Natives receive less health care, in terms of quantity,
than the U.S. general population.

I---
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Types of Facilities Used for Health Care i,

Participants were asked to identify the type of facility where they receive their health
- .care. -Possible responses included:

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

private physician or clinic
neighborhood/family health center
employer operated clinic
health department
hospital outpatient clinic
school clinic
Indian Health Service facility
Tribal clinic
hospital emergency room
other (please specify)

Figure 2.19
Where Respondents Receive Health Care
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The three most commonly used types of facility are reflected in Figure 2.19. Assessment
participants most often receive their health care from a private physician. This, along

. with lower incomes and fewer persons having health insurance coverage, could explain
the lower utilization of health care among urban American Indians/Alaska Natives as
reflected in Figure 2.18.
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Problems Experienced When Seeking Health Care

Participants were asked to identify any problems they had experienced when seeking
health care. Possible responses included:

. not knowing what health care services are available

. cost

. lack of health insurance

. too far to travel

. lack of transportation

. lack of trust in health care providers

. none (or too few) American Indian/Alaska Native health care providers
0 lack of understanding of the health needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives
. other (please specify)

Cost was the number one problem mentioned by participants in seeking health care.
Lack of health insurance and lack of American Indian/Alaska Native health care providers
are also perceived as significant problems. The three most commonly mentioned
problems when seeking health care across the six sites are graphically presented in
Figure 2.20.

Figure 2.20

Leading Problems When Seeking Health Care
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Table 2.3 presents a complete breakdown, by city, of problems experienced by
assessment participants when seeking health care.

Table 2.3 Leadincl  Problems When Seekincl  Health Care.

Problem Kansas San
City D.C. Houston Anaheim Antonio

cost 55.4% 67.9% 71 .O% 60.3% 41.9%

No insurance 23.1% 14.1% 29.9% 31.9% 9.7%

No AI/AN
providers 13.8% 24.4% 29.9% 27.6% 29.0%

Not Knowing
Avail Services 12.3% 21.8% 28.0% 22.4% 29.0%

Providers
don’t know 23.1% 20.5% 15.9% 21.6% 22.6%
needs of N.A.s

No trust 12.3% 16.7% 29.0% 24.1% 12.9%

Distance 21.5% 11.5% 19.6% 31 .O% 9.7%

No transpor-
tation 15.4% 3.8% 6.5% 19.8% 3.2%

SUMMARY OF OVERALL FINDINGS

Health Status

Cardiovascular Health

st.

Louis

56.9%

37.5%

20.8%

19.4%

13.9%

15.3%

15.3%

6.9%

Heart disease is the leading cause of death among urban American Indians/Alaska
Natives. Selected cardiovascular risk factors are more prevalent among assessment
participants than among the U.S. general population, including smoking, obesity, and
lack of exercise. High blood pressure and high cholesterol levels, however,_ are less
prevalent for participants than for the U.S. general population.
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,- Injury Prevention

Accidents are the third leading cause of death for urban American Indians/Alaska
Natives. Selected injury risk factors are higher among assessment participants than
among the US. general population, including lack of seatbelt use, drinking and driving,
and binge drinking. Lack of seatbelt  use among participants is twice that of the U.S.
population, and drinking and driving is four times that of the US. population.

Diabetes Prevalence and Risk Factors

Twelve percent of assessment participants report they are diabetic, which is over twice
that found in the U.S. general population (5 percent). Elevated random glucose levels
(> 115 mg/dL) were found among 20 percent of participants, almost three times that
found in the U.S. general population (6.6 percent). And, 46 percent of all participants
report a family history (parent or sibling) of diabetes.

Women’s Health

Women assessment participants meet the Year 2000 National Health Objective for having
ever had a Pap test (95 percent), and come close to meeting the Health Objective for
having had a Pap test within the past three years (83 percent compared to the
recommended 85 percent).

Women assessment participants age 40 and older meet the Year 2000 National Health
Objective for mammogram screening. Eighty percent of women participants age 40 and
older have received a screening mammogram, which is the recommended screening
level. _

Men’s Health

Men assessment participants age 40 and older fall short of meeting American Cancer
Society recommendations for yearly rectal exams for prostate cancer screening. Only
25 percent of all men participants age 40 and older have received a rectal exam within
the past year.

Barriers to Care

Income

Assessment participants are three times more likely than the US. general population to
earn annual household incomes of less than $10,000. Median household income among
participants was $18,465, compared to the median household income for- the U.S.
general population of $29,946.
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Health Insurance Coverage

Assessment participants are almost twice as likely as the U.S. general population to lack
health insurance, while women participants are almost two times more likely than men
to have health insurance coverage.

Health Care Utilization

City and county health departments and community health centers document few clinic
users who are American Indians/Alaska Natives. The most commonly mentioned source
of health care among project participants is a private physician, followed by an Indian
Health Service clinic, and neighborhood or family health center.

Assessment participants visit their doctors less often than the U.S. general population.
Lower incomes and less health insurance coverage most likely account for at least part
of the lower health care utilization rates among participants.
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SECTION 3

FINDINGS BY CITY



P, FINDINGS BY CITY

.

In this section, selected information is presented on participants in each city involved in
the assessment, including: history and background; 1990 total and American
Indian/Alaska Native population figures; city-wide mortality data; meetings with American
Indian/Alaska Native community leaders, health department officialqS  and community
health center administrative personnel (in some sites); selected health indicator data;
study participant demographic characteristics; and Health Risk Appraisal and Community
Health Assessment results. Information on types of services provided by the American
Indian centers involved with the assessment in three of the cities is included in Appendix
A.

Because of the likelihood that information for each city will be of interest to persons or
groups specific to that location, an attempt is made in this section to present enough
data and explanatory information on each city for that subsection to stand on its own.
Because of this, some information presented may be repetitive if read in its entirety.
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A. KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
/>

The area along the Missouri River which is now Kansas City, Missouri was at one time
the home of the Kansa (Kaw) Tribe (Terrell,  1971). Having originally come from the Ohio
River region, the Kansa eventually settled at the confluence of the Kansas and Missouri
Rivers. This general region continued to be their homeland until European domination
and annihilation.

Northwestern Missouri is also the homeland of the Cto and Missouri Tribes. Early
historical records indicate that both these Tribes migrated from the vicinity of Green Bay,
Wtsconsin,  where they were closely affiliated with the Winnebago (Eagle/Walking Turtle,
1991). Today, the two Tribes have a combined Tribal council-the Otoe-Missouria  Tribal
Council--located in Red Rock, Oklahoma.

American Indians/Alaska Natives from more than 50 Tribes now live in the state of
Missouri. As in most urban areas, American Indian/Alaska Native residents of Kansas
City represent a wide range of Tribes.

For the purposes of this project, the Heart of America Indian Center, Inc. in Kansas City
r‘ hosted two staff persons from the American Indian Health Care Association in February,

1992, to conduct Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health Assessments.
Additional information on the services offered at the Heart of America Indian Center, Inc.,
can be found in Appendix A.

Census Data

Table 3.1 a reflects 1990 population figures for the Kansas City urbanized area.

Table 3.la. American Indian/Alaska Native and General Pooulation. Kansas Cltv,
1990.

T&al
Population

American Percentage
Indian/Alaska Native of Al/AN to

Population Total

I 1.275317 I 6,073 I 0.48 I

Data from 1990 US. Census
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”Meetinas with American Indian/Alaska Native Communitv Leaders

Meetings were held in Kansas City with American Indian/Alaska Native community
leaders having backgrounds in government, program management, social services, and
education. These individuals include: Chester Ellis, Executive Director of the Heart of
America Indian Center, Inc.; William Simpson, Program Manager of the Morning Star
Outreach Program at the Heart of America Indian Center, Inc.; and John Wilson, board
member of the Heart of America Indian Center, Inc., and employed by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency as a liaison to selected Tribes in the Midwest. The
following is a summary of their responses to questions about the health needs of
American Indians/Alaska Natives in their community:

1. Sources of health care for American Indians/Alaska Natives in Kansas City
include:

a. Truman Medical Center’s outpatient clinics;
b. Samuel U. Rodgers Community Health Center; and
C. the Indian Health Service at Haskell Institute in Lawrence, Kansas

(45 miles away).

2. Major barriers to health care for American Indians/Alaska Natives in Kansas
City are:

a.
b.

::

t’

cost;
lack of trust in health care providers;
cultural insensitivity among mainstream providers;
lack of transportation;
lack of knowledge about what senrices  are available; and
long distances to travel for care.

3. Potential solutions to these barriers are:

a.

b.

start an urban clinic for American Indians/Alaska Natives in Kansas
City; and
ensure that (at least some) mainstream providers are American
Indian/Alaska Native.

4. Types of health care services needed for American Indian/Alaska Native
residents in Kansas City are:

a.
b.
C.

dental;
preventive health services;
obstetrics and prenatal care;
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d.

:*

health education and parenting classes;
management of chronic illnesses; and
generalized acute medical care.

5. Particular neighborhoods in Kansas City where large numbers of American
Indians/Alaska Natives live are:

While the population of American Indians/Alaska Natives is fairly well dispersed
throughout the Kansas City area, the northeastern neighborhoods of the city have
greater numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native residents. (This information is
anecdotal only, with no available supportive census tract population figures.)

Meetinas with Health Department Officials

A meeting was held on February 26, 1992 at the City of Kansas City (MO) Health
Department with Gerald Hoff, Chief of Communicable Disease and Laboratory Services,
and Sidney Bates, Director of Maternal Child Health. On request, service utilization
statistics were provided for American Indian/Alaska Native residents seeking services at
the Kansas City Health Department. Dr. Hoff explained that health department utilization
statistics are maintained by race only for selected services, typically those funded by the
federal government (i.e., tuberculosis and sexually transmitted disease services).

fi Records for use of other services are not kept according to race. Table 3.2a reflects
available service utilization information of Kansas City Health Department services by
American Indians/Alaska Natives.

Table 3.2a Use of Kansas Citv (MO) Health Department Services bv American
Indian/Alaska Native Residents. 1991.

I Program I Visits in 1991 I

I Tuberculosis ~ r ~~ 1 I

HIV Testing and Counseling 42

Other Sexually Transmitted Diseases 31

I Total I 74 I

.Data from City of Kansas City (MO) Health Department

- Table 3.2a presents only a partial use of health department services by Kansas City
American Indians/Alaska Natives. Still, total communicable disease visits number only
74. This indicates that, for whatever reasons, the Kansas City Health Department does
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not provide health services to many of the 6,073 American Indian/Alaska Native residents
of the area.

Meetinas with Communitv Health Center Officials

A meeting was held on February 26, 1992, with Lou Catalano, Executive Assistant to the
Director of the Samuel U. Rodgers Community Health Center. The Health Center is
located about a mile from the Heart of America Indian Center, Inc., and provides
comprehensive ambulatory health care services to Kansas City residents on a sliding fee
basis.

On request, Ms. Catalan0 retrieved information on the Center’s service utilization by
American Indians/Alaska Natives. For the previous calendar year (1991)  a total of 32
persons who identified themselves as American Indian/Alaska Native used the Center’s
services. The Center has reached out to many of the city’s ethnic groups, as evidenced
by signs and brochures in several languages: Russian; Ethiopian; Somalian; Spanish;
Cambodian; and Vietnamese. Ms. Catalan0  does not think that a clinic is needed that
specifically targets American Indians/Alaska Natives because she feels American
Indians/Alaska Natives have assimilated within the mainstream population, accounting
for the few numbers using the Center’s services. Information obtained during the
meetings with Kansas City American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders does not
support this view.

Mortalitv Data

Using data supplied by the National Center for Health Statistics, an analysis of causes
of death among American Indians/Alaska Natives in Kansas City was completed by the
American Indian Health Care Association for years 1985-1987. Table 3.3a reflects the
causes of death for Kansas City American Indians/Alaska Natives for the three years.
While providing information on the leading causes of death among Kansas City American
Indians/Alaska Natives, the mortality rates themselves are unstable because of the few
numbers of deaths reported (n=l3).
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Table 3.3a American Indian/Alaska Native Mortalitv  Rates From Selected Causes,
Kansas Citv, Missouri, 19854987.

Mortality Rate (Per
Cause of Death 100,000 Persons)

Chronic Liver Disease
4.91

Homicide 4.91

Other Causes 24.55

ALL CAUSES (n= 13) 63.83

Data from NCHS, 19851987, analyzed by American Indian Health Care
Association, 1992. Mortality rates are crude rates, and not adjusted
according to age.

P Heart disease is the number one cause of death among Kansas City American
Indians/Alaska Natives, followed by cancer, accidents,. liver disease, and homicide.

Health Indicator Data

Table 3.4a reflects the most recent data available for selected health indicators. To
improve the accuracy of rates and percentages for the selected indicators, three years
of data were compiled for American Indian/Alaska Native residents. All Races data are
reported for a single year--1990.
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Table 3.4a. Selected Health Indicator Data. Kansas Citv MO) American
Indian/Alaska Native: State of Missouri American Indian/Alaska Native::Kansas City
[MO) All Races: State of Missouri All Races.

Health Indicator

birth weight infants (52500

infant mortality rate (infant deaths per 10.0
1000 live births), per year (n=2)

Data obtained from Missouri State Center for Health Statistics
*Data for 3 year period 1989-1991

Infant mortality rates are important indicators of the health status of selected groups of
people. While the infant mortality rate among Kansas City American Indians/Alaska
Natives is almost twice that of the Kansas City general population, the rate is unstable
because of the small overall number of American Indian/Alaska Native reported infant
deaths in Kansas City.

The birth rate among Kansas City American Indians/Alaska Natives is one-third that of
the Kansas City general population, while the percentage of American Indian/Alaska
Native women residing in Kansas City who receive prenatal care in the first trimester is
much less (61 percent) than that in the Kansas City general population (73 percent).

Health Risk Arxwaisals

Health Risk Appraisals were conducted in Kansas City at the Heart of America Indian
Center, Inc. February 24-28, 1992. Health Risk Appraisal data are presented on selected
health risk behaviors for which comparative data are available. In the area of
cardiovascular health, information is presented on smoking, sedentary lifestyle, and
obesity. In the area of safety, data are presented on lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and
driving, and binge drinking. The 1990 Missouri Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS) provides comparative data.
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Additional information is presented in the areas of women’s health, men’s health,
diabetes, income, health insurance coverage, and access to health care issues. Where
available, comparative data are provided using data from the National Center for Health
Statistics and the Year 2000 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives for the
Nation.

Participant Characteristics

Figure 3.1 a reflects selected demographic characteristics of persons participating in the
assessment in Kansas City.

Figure 3.la - Demographics of Kansas City
Assessment participants

* Age Median 39
Range 18-70

* Sex Female 61.5%
Male 38.5%

* Employment Unemployed r 21.6%
Employed 47.7%
Student 6.2%
Retired 13.8%
Homemaker 10.8%

* Education Some High School 31.7%
High School Grad 23.8%
College Grad 7.9%

* Ethnicity Full-blood 32.3%
< Full-blood 67.7%

* Tribes Creek 12.3%
(19 Total) Kickapoo 12.3%

Potawatomi 7.7%
Other 67.7%

Number of participants = 65
.

The median age of Kansas City project participants is 39, and sixty-two percent are
women. Just under half of all participants are employed full or part time, and 22 percent
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are unemployed. Eight percent have college degrees. Thirty-two percentare full blood
American Indian/Alaska Native. The three Tribes most often represented-Creek,
Kickapoo, and Potawatomi-comprise just 32 percent of the total population, indicating
the diversity of Tribal representation in the Kansas City American Indian/Alaska Native
community.

Cardiovascular Risk Factors

Figure 3.2a reflects the proportion of Kansas City assessment participants with selected
cardiovascular risk factors compared to those of the Missouri state general population.

Figure 3.2a
Cardiovascular Risk Factors - Kansas City

Smoker

Kansas  City 1992  HRA data.  n-S5
Missouri  lSO0  BRFSS dnr. n-1508

Obre Low Exorcise

Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise are all risk factors that contribute to the
development of heart disease. All three risk factors are more prevalent among Kansas
City assessment participants than among the Missouri state population as a whole.
Heart disease is the leading cause of death among Kansas City American Indians/Alaska
Natives, and modification of these high risk behaviors would help decrease death from
heart disease.

In addition, 35 percent of Kansas City participants have a high blood pressure reading,
21.5 percent have a blood cholesterol of 2 240 mg/dL  (high), and 25 percent have a
blood cholesterol of 200-239 mg/dL  (borderline high). For comparative purposes, the
Year 2000 National Objectives for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
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recommends that no more than 20 percent of all adults have blood cholesterol levels of
240 mg/dL  or greater.

Injury Risk Factors

Figure 3.3a reflects the proportion of Kansas City assessment participants with selected
injury risk factors compared to those of the Missouri state general population.

Figure 3.3a

Injury Risk Factors - Kansas City

100%
1 IUrban Al/AN WState

80% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

go%

40%

20%

0%

. . . . . . . ..-................................................._.____..
82.3%

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._....... x*4%. . . . . . . . . . . .

No SealbetI Drink 6 Drive Binge Drinking

I Kansas  Chy 1992 HRA  data.  n-85
Mksoufl1990  SRFSS dam  n-1508

As shown in Figure 3.3a, Kansas City assessment participants are two times more likely
to not use seatbelts, six times more likely to drink and drive, and over twice as likely to
binge drink as the Missouri state general population.

An additional risk factor for injury or death due to a motor vehicle accident is driving over
the speed limit. Twenty-two percent of Kansas City participants typically drive six miles
per hour or more over the speed limit.

Findings By City - Kansas Cify 53



Diabetes

The prevalence of diabetes among American Indians/Alaska Natives varies from one
Tribe to another, and from one region to another. Twenty-three percent of Kansas City
assessment participants report they are diabetic. This compares to a national average
of five percent in the general population.

In addition, sixty-five percent of Kansas City assessment participants have a family
history of diabetes, and thirty-two percent have an elevated blood glucose (compared
to an estimated prevalence in the U.S. total population of 6.6 percent). Of all six study
sites, the prevalence of diabetes and its associated risk factors among participants
presented here is highest in Kansas City.

Women’s Health

Figure 3.4a reflects the lack of Pap test use among Kansas City women assessment
participants age 18 and over.

Lack of Pap Test Use, Age 18+  - Kansas City
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. . . . . . . . . . . . .._............_.._........_..........................L. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._..........................

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . .._......................

NwuHadaPy, NoPapwithin3Yn

I KansasCltylW2HRAdatandO
You 2OM Health  ObJMivr  For The Natbn

Of the 65 Kansas City participants, 40 (62 percent) are women age 18 and over. of
these women, ten percent have never had a Pap test, and 27.5 percent have. not had
one within the last three years. The Year 2000 National Health Objectives include
recommendations that at least 95 percent of all women age 18 and over have had a Pap
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test at least once, and that 85 percent have had a Pap test within the most recent three
years (leaving an unscreened percentage of five percent and 15 percent, respectively).
Kansas City women participants are far from meeting these objectives.

The American Cancer Society recommends that women age 40 and older receive
mammograms to screen for breast cancer every one to two years, with yearly
mammograms beginning at age 50. Among Kansas City participants, 17 (26 percent)
are women age 40 and older. Of these, 18 percent have never received a mammogram,
and 29 percent have had a mammogram, but not within the past three years.

Men’s Health

The American Cancer Society recommends yearly rectal exams for men age 40 and over
as a screening for prostate cancer. Of Kansas City participants, fourteen (22 percent)
are men age 40 and older. Of these, 21 percent have had a rectal exam within the past
year, 29 percent have had a rectal exam but not within the past three years, and 14
percent have never had a rectal exam.
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Communitv Health Assessment

Income

Figure 3.5a reflects income levels for Kansas City assessment participants compared to
the Missouri state general population. Local income levels (county, MSA) were
unavailable from Missouri’s U.S. Census Bureau at the time of this report writing.

Figure 3.5a
Annual Household Income Levels - Kansas City

100%
H Urban Al/AN #hate

Urban  Ante&an  lndkn I Alaska Native  Ccinmtmity  kbalth  Assossmant.  1982 n-St5
U.S.CensusB~~nru.  lWO.S~~dMksourl

Kansas City assessment participants are almost two and a half times more likely than
the Missouri general population to earn less than $10,000 a year. In addition,
participants in Kansas City are two and a half times less likely than the Missouri general
population to earn annual incomes of $35,000 or more. The median household income
for Kansas City participants was $13,437, while the median household income for the
general population in Missouri was $26,362.

Health Insurance Coverage

Figure 3.6a reflects health insurance coverage among Kansas City assessment
participants under age 65.
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Figure 3.6a
Insurance Coverage, Age < 65 - Kansas City
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Comparative data from the National Health Interview Survey are grouped according to
region--Northeast, Midwest, South, and West. Missouri is in the Midwestern region.

Kansas City assessment participants are almost four times less likely than the Midwest
general population to have health insurance. Kansas City participants are twice as likely
to be covered by Medicaid, and about half as likely to have private health insurance
coverage.

Eight (12 percent) of all Kansas City participants are age 65 or older. Of these, all have
health insurance-Medicare, Medicaid, or a combination of the two.

Types of Health Facilities Used

Kansas City assessment participants mqst often seek health care at the following types
of health facilities: private physician (36.9 percent); Indian Health Service clinic at
Haskell Institute in Lawrence, Kansas (26.2 percent); and Truman Medical Center

_ outpatient clinics (10.8 percent).

Leading Problems When Seeking Health Care

The five leading problems experienced by Kansas City participants when seeking health
care include: cost (55.4 percent); lack of health insurance (23.1 percent); lack of health
care providers who understand the health needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives

Findings By City - Kansas City 57



(23.1 percent); distance to doctor (21.5 percent); and lack of transportation (15.4
percent).

SUMMARY OF KANSAS CITY FINDINGS

Health Status

Heart disease and cancer are the leading causes of death among Kansas City American
Indians/Alaska Natives, followed by accidents, chronic liver disease and cirrhosis, and
homicide. Fewer Kansas City American Indian/Alaska Native women receive prenatal
care in the first trimester compared to the Kansas City general population.

Cardiovascular Health

Selected cardiovascular risk factors are more prevalent among Kansas City assessment
participants than among the general population. Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise
are all much more prevalent among Kansas City American Indian/Alaska Native
participants than among the Missouri general population. High blood pressure and high
cholesterol levels, however, are less prevalent among Kansas City participants than
among those in the U.S. general population.

Injury Prevention

Accidents tie for third among the five leading causes of death for Kansas City American
Indians/Alaska Natives. Selected injury risk factors are higher among Kansas City
assessment participants than among the Missouri general population. Lack of seatbelt
use, drinking and driving, and binge drinking are all higher among participants than
among the Missouri general population. Lack of seatbelt  use is twice that of the Missouri
population, drinking and driving is six times greater, and binge drinking is over twice that
of the Missouri state population.

Diabetes Prevalence and Risk Factors

Twenty-three percent of Kansas City assessment participants report they are diabetic,
which is over four times that found in the U.S. general population (5 percent). Elevated
random glucose levels (> 115 mg/dL) were found among 32 percent of Kansas City
participants, almost five times the estimated 6.6 percent found in the U.S. general
population. And, 65 percent of all Kansas City assessment report a family history (parent
or sibling) of diabetes.
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Women’s Health

Women assessment participants in Kansas City do not meet the Year 2000 National
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objective for having ever had a Pap test (90
percent screened versus a recommended screening level of 95 percent), or for receiving

* a Pap test within the past three years (72.5 percent screened versus a recommended
screening level of 85 percent).

.
Kansas City women participants age 40 and over meet the Year 2000 National Health
Objectives for mammogram screening, with 82 percent having had a mammogram at
least once, compared to the recommended screening level of 80 percent.

Men’s Health

Men Kansas City assessment participants fall short of meeting American Cancer Society
recommendations for yearly rectal exams for prostate cancer screening. Only 21 percent
of Kansas City men participants age 40 and over report having had a rectal exam within
the past year.

Barriers to Care

F Income

Kansas City assessment participants are 2 l/2 times more likely than the Missouri
general population to earn annual household incomes of less than $10,000. Median
household income among Kansas City participants was $13,437, compared to the
median household income for the general Missouri population of $26,362.

Health Insurance Coverage

Assessment participants are almost four times more likely than the Midwest general
population to lack health insurance.

Health Care Utilization

The Kansas City Health Department and a local community health center document few
_ clinic users who are American Indian/Alaska Native. The most commonly mentioned

source of health care among Kansas City assessment participants is a private physician,
_ followed by an Indian Health Service Clinic (Haskell Institute, 45 miles away), and the

city’s regional medical center outpatient clinics.
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,- B. WASHINGTON, D.C. i,

Historv and Backaround

The Conoy (or Piscataway) Tribe were the first inhabitants of the lands between the
Potomac River, near the present day location of Washington, D.C., and the Chesapeake
Bay (Terrell, 1971).

Many of today’s American Indian/Alaska Native residents of the area are persons, or
relatives of those who were recruited for jobs during the 1930’s and 1950’s by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Indian Health Service (IHS), and the U.S. State
Department (Bush, 1991). Many of those recruited came from boarding schools,
primarily from the Haskell institute in Lawrence, Kansas. The U.S. military also attracted
a number of American Indians/Alaska Natives to the Washington, D.C. area. Like most
urban areas, current American Indian/Alaska Native residents of the Washington, DC.
area represent Tribes from all over the country.

Census Data

Table 3.1 b reflects 1990 population figures for the Washington, D.C. urbanized area.

n Table 3.1 b. American Indian/Alaska Native and General PoPuiation.  Washinaton,
D.C.. 1990.

Total
Population

American Indian/Alaska Percentage of
Native AI/AN to Total

Population Population

I 3,363,031 I 9,040* I 0.27 I

Data from 1990 U.S. Census
*The City of Washington, DC, records 1,432 American Indians/Alaska Natives; the
remainder are divided fairly evenly between the Virginia and Maryland suburbs.

Meetinas with American indian/AiaSka Native Communitv Leaders

Meetings were held in the Washington, D.C. area with American Indian/Alaska Native
community leaders having backgrounds in business, politics, and government. These
individuals include: LaDonna Harris, Director of Americans for Indian Opportunity;
Michael Nephew, board member and past president of the American Indian Intertribal
Cultural Organization (AIITCO); and LaVonna  Weller (phone interview), Bureau of Indian
Affairs employee and active community member. The following is a summary of their
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responses to questions about the health needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives in
their community:

1. Sources of health care for Washington, D.C. American Indians/Alaska
Natives include:

a. private physicians (for those with health insurance);
b. health department clinics; and
C. . home reservation IHS or Tribal clinics.

2. Major barriers to health care experienced by American Indians/Alaska
Natives in Washington, D.C. are:

a. cost;
b. lack of health insurance (“non-profits can’t afford health insurance

because of high deductibles”)
C. high premiums and deductibles; and
d. not knowing where to go for needed care.

3. Potential solutions to these barriers are:

a.
b.

improved health insurance coverage; and
start an IHS clinic to provide general health care sewices,  especially
Maternal Child Health Services.

4. Types of health care services needed for American Indian/Alaska Native
residents in Washington, D.C. include:

dental;
preventive health services for women and children;
women’s health care;
optometry;
pharmacy;
management of chronic illnesses (“then, people would not have to
travel to their home reservations for health care”); and
generalized acute medical care.

5. Particular neighborhoods in Washington, D.C. with large numbers of
American Indian/Alaska Native residents include:

Rockville, Maryland (IHS employees); and Falls Church, Virginia (BIA employees).
(This information is anecdotal only, without supportive census tract population
figures.)
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,- Meetings with Health Department Officials

None of the Northern Virginia or Maryland health departments maintains service
utilization data for American Indians/Alaska Natives. The city of Washington, DC.
provides health services to its residents through the city’s Ambulatory Health Care
Administration. A meeting was held with Peter Coppola, Deputy Administrator for this
agency on March 6, 1992. Mr. Coppola stated that race is requested on clinic
registration forms when clients register for services; however, these data are not typically
compiled and analyzed. On request, Mr. Coppola was able to obtain the following
information: Out of a total of 55,000 registrations at the city’s ambulatory health clinics
for the preceding 12 month period, 152 registrants identified themselves as American
Indian/Alaska Native.

Mortalitv Data

Using data supplied by the National Center for Health Statistics, an analysis of causes
of death among American Indians/Alaska Natives in Washington, D.C. was completed
by the American Indian Health Care Association for years 1985-1987. Table 3.2b reflects
the causes of death for Washington, DC. American Indians/Alaska Natives for the three
year period. While providing information on the leading causes of death among
Washington, D.C. American Indians/Alaska Natives, the mortality rates themselves are

n unstable because of the few numbers of deaths reported (n=5).

Table 3.2b American Indian/Alaska Native Mortalitv Rates, Washinaton, D.C.. 198%
1987L

Mortality Rate (Per
Cause of Death 100.000 Persons)

I Malignant Neoplasms I 4.19 ~~ ~-1
Cerebrovascular
Disease 4.19

I Other Causes I 12.57 I

I ALL CAUSES (n=5) I 20.95 I

Data from NCHS, 1985-1987, analyzed by American Indian Health Care
Association, 1992. Mortality rates are crude rates, and not adjusted
according to age.

The leading causes of death among American Indians/Alaska Natives tiving in
Washington, D.C. are cancer and cerebrovascular disease (stroke).
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Health Indicator Data

According to Washington, D.C.‘s Department of Human Services, Office of Research and
Statistics, health indicator data are not available for American Indians/Alaska Natives.
Data are extracted for White, Black, Hispanic, and Other only. A special computer run
is required to extract health indicator data for American Indians/Alaska Natives, not a
viable option because of current budget problems and staff layoffs (Glendinning, 1992).

For simplicity in comparison, data were collected on selected health indicators for
American Indians/Alaska Natives living in the Northern Virginia suburbs (representing 44
percent of the Washington, D.C. area American Indian/Alaska Native population), and
compared to the general population for Northern Virginia and the state of Virginia as a
whole. The Commonwealth of Virginia, Center of Health Statistics, normally does not
extract these data. However, on request and for a charge, certain information was
provided. Table 3.3b reflects this information.

In an attempt to improve the accuracy of rates and percentages for the selected
indicators, three years of data were compiled for Northern Virginia American
Indian/Alaska Native residents. All Races data for Northern Virginia and the state as a
whole are reported for a single year--1990.
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Table 3.3b. Selected Health Indicator Data. Northern Virainia” American
Indian/Alaska Native, Northern Virainla All Races, Virainla State All Races.

Health Indicator

Birth Rate (live
births oer 1000 copulation),  per year

% Births to women who received
prenatal care in 1st trimester

% low birth weight infants (52500
Grams)

infant mortality rate (infant deaths per
1000 live births), per year

American
Indian/Alaska

Native Data for
3 years*

All Races, Data
for 1990

Nor thern  VA
Northern Virginia Virginia State

8.8 1 16.6 1 16.0

68.6 1 N.A. 1 79.5

13.7 1 N.A. 1 7.3

(ET) 1 6.7 1 10.2

Data obtained from Commonwealth of Virginia, Center for Health Statistics
*Data for 3 year period 1988-l 990

With only one American Indian/Alaska Native infant death reported in the three year
period, the infant mortality rate presented above is highly unstable. However, the single
number reported is another indication of the likelihood of under reporting of American
Indian/Alaska Native mortality statistics.

The birth rate of American Indians/Alaska Natives in Northern Virginia is half the rate for
the state general population. The percentage of American Indian/Alaska Native women
who receive prenatal care in the first trimester is less than the Virginia state general
population (68.6 percent versus 79.5 percent), while the percentage of low birth weight
infants for Northern Virginia American Indians/Alaska Natives is almost twice that of the
Virginia state population.

Health Risk ApDraiSalS

Several American Indian/Alaska Native organizations were instrumental in implementing
this project in the Washington, D.C. area, including: Indian Health Service; Americans
for Indian Opportunity; American Indian InterTribal  Cultural Organization (AIITCO); and
the American Indian. Society of Washington, D.C.
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‘n, Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health Assessments were conducted in the
Washington, D.C. area in March, 1992 at the following locations:

. Indian Health Service (March 3)
l AIITCO organizational meeting (March 5); and
. University of Maryland’s Second Annual Powwow, co-sponsored by the

Native American Student Union and AIITCO (March 7 & 8).

Health Risk Appraisal data are presented on selected health risk behaviors for which
comparative data are available. In the area of cardiovascular health, information is
presented on smoking, sedentary lifestyle, and obesity. In the area of safety, data are
presented on lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and driving, and binge drinking. The 1990
Washington, D.C. Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) provides
comparative data. Information is also presented on women’s health, men’s health,
diabetes, income, health insurance coverage, and access to health care issues. National
comparative data are presented for these areas from the National Center for Health
Statistics and the Year 2000 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives for the
Nation.

Particbant  Characteristics

,n Figure 3.1 b reflects selected demographic characteristics of persons participating in
Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health Assessments in Washington, DC..
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Figure 3.lb - Demographics of Washington, D.C.
Assessment participants

* Age Median
Range

* Sex Female
Male

* Employment Unemployed
Employed
Student
Retired
Homemaker

* Education Some High School
High School Grad
College Grad
Advanced Degree

* Ethnic@ Full-blood
< Full-blood

* Tribes Cherokee
(26 Total) Navajo

Sioux
Other

Number of participants = 80

30
18-65

62.5%
37.5%

5.0%
89.9%
2.5%
1.3%
3.8%

6.4%
19.2%
10.3%
25.6%

41.3%
506%

10.0%
10.0%
10.0%
70.0%

The median age of project participants is 38, and 62.5 percent of the participants are
women. Ninety percent of participants are employed, 10 percent are college graduates,

. and six percent hold professional or advanced degrees. Forty-one percent are full blood
American Indian/Alaska Native. The three Tribes most often represented-Cherokee,
Navajo, and Sioux-comprise just 30 percent of the total American Indian/Alaska Native

- population, indicating the diversity of Tribes represented in the Washington, D.C.
American Indian/Alaska Native community.
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Cardiovascular Risk Factors .s

Figure 3.2b reflects the proportion of Washington, D.C. assessment participants with
selected cardiovascular risk factors compared to those of the Washington, D.C. general
population.

Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise are all risk factors that contribute to the
development of heart disease. All three factors are more prevalent among Washington,
D.C. assessment participants than among the Washington, D.C. population as a whole.
Smoking and lack of exercise are slightly more prevalent among Washington, D.C.
participants than among the general population, while obesity is over twice that of the
general Washington, D.C. population.

Figure 3.2b
Cardiovascular Risk Factors - D.C.
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In addition, 26 percent of Washington, DC. participants have a high blood pressure
reading, fifteen percent have a blood cholesterol of 2 240 mg/dL  (high), and 32.5
percent have a blood cholesterol of 200-239 mg/dL (borderline high). - For comparative
purposes, the Year 2000 National Objectives for Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention recommends no more than 20 percent of ail adults have blood cholesterol
levels of 240 mg/dL or greater.
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.r- Injury Risk Factors

Figure 3.3b reflects the proportion of Washington, D.C. assessment participants with
selected injury risk factors compared to those of the Washington, D.C. general
population.

Figure 3.3b

Injury Risk Factors - D.C.
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As shown in Figure 3.3b, Washington, DC. assessment participants are half as likely to
not use their seatbelts, but are nine times more likely to drink and drive, and over two
times more likely to binge drink than the Washington, D.C. general population.

An additional risk factor for death or injury due to a motor vehicle accident is driving over
the speed limit. Thirty-seven percent of Washington, D.C. participants typically drive six
to ten miles per hour over the speed limit, while 18 percent drive at least 11 miles per
hour over the speed limit.

Diabetes

Six percent of Washington, D.C. assessment participants report they are diabetic. This
compares to a national average of five percent for the U.S. general population. Forty-
one percent have a family history of diabetes, and 12.5 percent have an elevated blood
glucose (compared to an estimated 6.6 percent for the total U.S. population).
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Women’s Health

Figure 3.4b reflects the lack of Pap test use among Washington, D.C. women
assessment participants age 18 and over.

Figure 3.4b
Lack of Pap Test Use, Age 18+  - D.C.

0%
Novu Had a Pap NoPapwiihinsYn

Weehlngton  D.C. 1992  I-IRA dete  n=Stl
Yeer  2000  Heelth  Dbjectlvee For The  Netton

Of the 80 Washington, DC. participants, 50 (63 percent) are women age 18 and over.
Of these women, two percent have never had a Pap test, and four percent have not had
one within the last three years. Washington, D.C. women participants are well  within the
Year 2000 National Health Objectives for Pap test use of 95 percent for having ever had
a Pap test, and 85 percent for having had a Pap test within the most recent three years.

The American Cancer Society recommends that women age 40 and older receive
mammograms to screen for breast cancer every one to two years, with yearly
mammograms beginning at age 50. Among Washington, D.C. participants, 22 (28
percent) are women age 40 and older. of these, 18 percent have never received a
mammogram, and five percent have had a mammogram, but not within the past three
years*

7-i
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Men’s Health

The American Cancer Society recommends yearly rectal exams for men age 40 and
older as a screening for prostate cancer. Among Washington, D.C. participants, 15 (19
percent) are men age 40 and older. Of these, 27 percent have had a rectal exam within
the past year, 40 percent have had an exam but not within the past three years, and
seven percent have never had a rectal exam.

Communitv Health Assessment

Income

Figure 3.5b reflects income levels for Washington, D.C. assessment participants
compared to the Washington, D.C. general population.

Figure 3.5b
Annual Household Income Levels - D.C.

Urban Amerkan Indian  I Alaska N&e Community Ho&h  b~5ecoment.  1992  n-80
U.S. Census Bureau. lg90. City of Washington. DC.

Washington, D.C. assessment participants are less than half as likely as the Washington,
D.C. general population to have annual household incomes of less than $10,000, and
slightly more likely to earn in the mid-range of $10,00034,999  and upper range of
$35,000 or more. The median household income for Washington, DC. participants was
$33,393.
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The city of Washington, DC. reports the 1990 Census figure for median household
income among American Indians/Alaska Natives in Washington, D.C. as $24,612, while
the median household income for the Washington, DC. general population is $30,727.
Participants in the assessment earn considerably higher incomes than other American
Indian/Alaska Native residents of Washington, D.C. One likely reason for this is the
higher number of employed persons (90 percent) participating in the assessment.

Health Insurance Coverage

Figure 3.6b reflects insurance coverage among Washington, D.C. assessment
participants under age 65.

Figure 3.6b
Insurance Coverage, Age c 65 - DC.

No lneurancaMedlcald

Urban Amdan  Indkn/AhsbaNativ~  CommuHly  HuUh  Assessment. lSS2  n=?S
NCHS.  Naliod  Hdtt’~  Intwvlw  Survy.  1989

Comparative data from the National Health Interview Survey are grouped according to
region--Northeast, Midwest, South, and West. Washington, D.C. is in the Southern
region.

Washington, D.C. assessment participants are more likely to have insurance coverage
than the general population in the South. More are likely to have private health
insurance, and fewer are likely to be covered by Medicaid. As with higher income,
insurance coverage is related to employment status. And, 90 percent of all project
participants are employed either full or part time. Only one participant in Washington,
D.C. is age 65 or older, and that person is covered by private health insurance.
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Types of Health Facilities Used

Washington, DC. assessment participants most often seek health care from private
physicians (57.7 percent), and neighborhood or family health centers (10.3 percent).

Leading Problems When Seeking Health Care

The five leading problems experienced by Washington, DC. assessment participants
when seeking health care include: cost (67.9 percent); no American Indian/Alaska Native
health care providers (24.4 percent); not knowing what services are available (21.8
percent); lack of trust in mainstream providers (16.7 percent); and lack of health
insurance (14.1 percent).

SUMMARY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. FINDINGS

Health Status

Stroke and cancer are the leading causes of death among Washington, D.C. American
Indians/Alaska Natives. Fewer American Indian/Alaska Native women receive prenatal
care in the first trimester, and the percentage of low birth weight babies is twice that for
Northern Virginia American Indians/Alaska Natives than for the state’s general population.

Cardiovascular Health

Selected cardiovascular risk factors are more prevalent among Washington, D.C.
assessment participants than among the Washington, DC. general population.
Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise are all more prevalent among Washington, D.C.
participants than among the general population. High blood pressure and high
cholesterol levels, however, are less prevalent for participants in Washington, DC. than
for the U.S. general population.

injury Prevention

Selected injury risk factors are greater among Washington, D.C. assessment participants
than among the Washington, D.C. general population. Drinking and driving, and binge
drinking are higher among participants than among the Washington, DC. general
population. Drinking and driving is nine times higher among participants than among
the general population. Lack of seatbelt use among assessment participants, however,
is half that of the Washington, D.C. general population.
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Diabetes Prevalence and Risk Factors

Six percent of Washington, D.C. assessment participants report they are diabetic, which
closely compares to the US. general population figure of five percent. Elevated random
glucose levels (> 115 mg/dL) were found among 12.5 percent of participants, twice that
found in the U.S. general population (6.6 percent). And, 41 percent of all participants
report a family history (parent or sibling) of diabetes.

Women’s Health

Women assessment participants in Washington, DC. easily meet the Year 2000 National
Health Objectives for having ever had a Pap test (98 percent screened versus the
recommended screening level of 95 percent), and for receiving a Pap test within the past
three years (96 percent screened versus the recommend8d  85 percent).

Washington, DC. women assessment participants age 40 and over meet the Year 2000
National Health objective for mammogram screening, with 82 percent having ever had
a screening mammogram, compared to the recommended screening level of 80 percent.

Men’s Health

f- Washington, D.C. men assessment participants age 40 and over fall short of meeting
American Cancer Society r8COmm8ndatiOnS  for yearly rectal exams for prostate cancer
screening. Only 27 percent of Washington, DC. men participants report having received
a rectal exam within the past year.

Barriers to Care

Income

Washington, D.C. assessment participants are less than half as likely as the Washington,
D.C. general population to earn annual household incomes of less than $10,000.
Median household income among participants was$33,393,  compared to the median
household income for the general Washington, D.C. population of $30,727. The higher
incomes for Washington, DC. participants are likely due to the high employment level
of assessment participants (90 percent), a result of conducting HRAs and Community
Health Assessments at places of employment (IHS). However, it’s also important to note
that despite the high income levels of participants, the prevalence of a number of the
behavioral risk factors is still high.
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Health Insurance Coverage

Washington, D.C. assessment participants are more likely than the general population
in the South to have health insurance.

Health Care Utilization

Washington, DC. ambulatory care clinics document few clinic users who are American
Indian/Alaska Native. Health departments in Maryland and Northern Virginia do not
classify service utilization data for American Indian/Alaska Native service users. The
most commonly mentioned source of health care among Washington, DC. project
participants is a private physician, distantly followed by a neighborhood or family health
center. A number of participants with health insurance, especially those employed by
the federal government, report having to pay such high deductibles that they are
discouraged from seeking health care when needed. Several Washington, D.C.
participants report traveling back to their home reservations for health care services.
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/1 C. HOUSTON, TEXAS

Historv and Backaround

The Caddoan peoples made their homes in the lands now identified as eastern Texas,
They clustered in small villages along rivers, and in the 15OOs, occupied parts of East
Texas and Louisiana, where they lived in more than 20 towns joined within three
confederacies, the Hasinais, Caddos, and Natchitoches (Lowry, 1992.) The Wichita Tribe
lived west of the Caddos, while the area near San Antonio was the land of the
Coahuiltecans.

By the late 1700s and early 1800s many eastern American Indian Tribes-the Alabama,
Cherokee, Choctaw, Coushatta, Delaware, Kickapoo, and Shawnee-had been pushed
out of their homelands into Texas. In 1836, Texas leader Sam Houston signed a treaty
granting the Cherokee title to land in northeast Texas, but the First Congress rejected
the treaty the following year. Houston’s successor, Mirabeau Lamar, developed policies
of displacement and extermination toward the Native people of Texas, and carried out
these policies with a vengeance. Wars erupted, and many people were killed. An
alternative to fighting was to become “missionized” by the Catholic priests; those who
chose this option usually took Spanish last names.

if- When Texas became a state in 1845, it retained rights to its public land, which meant
that the federal government had no land to give to American Indians living in Texas. By
the end of the 1800s Lamar’s goal of extermination had almost been achieved. Those
who had not been killed or had died from disease were moved to Oklahoma Territory.
Those who had adopted Catholicism often identified more with Mexican than with
American Indian/Alaska Native culture (Vasquez y Sanchez, 1992). Today, there are
three remaining American Indian communities within the state boundaries of Texas, on
reservations recognized by the federal government: the Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of
Texas in Eagle Pass; the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas in Livingston; and the Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo on the Tigua Indian Reservation in El Paso.
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Census Data

Table 3.1 c reflects 1990  population figures for the Houston urbanized area.

Table 3.1~. American Indian/Alaska Native and General Population. Houston, 1990.

Total
Population

2,901,851

American Indian/Alaska Percentage
Native Al/AN to Total

Population Population

8,141 0.28

Data from 1990 U.S. Census

Meetinas with American Indian/Alaska Native Communitv Leaders

Meetings were held in Houston with American Indian/Alaska Native community leaders
having backgrounds in business, vocational rehabilitation, and health care. These
include: Preston Thompson, member of the Intertribal Council of Houston; and Richard
Yahola, counselor with the Texas Rehabilitation Commission, also a member of the
Intertribal Council of Houston. The following is a summary of their responses to
questions about the health  needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives in their community:

1. Sources of health care for American Indians/Alaska Nativesin Houston are:

a. city health department; and
b. private physician.

2. Major barriers to health care for American Indians/Alaska Natives in
Houston are:

a.
b.

:;

t *

cost;
not knowing what senrices are available in Houston;
lack of transportation (no decent public transportation system);
cultural insensitivity among mainstream providers;
too far to an IHS facility:
dealing with the bureaucracy of health care.

3. Potential solutions to these barriers include:

a. provide adequate information and referral services to American
Indians/Alaska Natives; and
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b. establish some type of clinic specifically for American Indians/Alaska
Natives.

4. Types of health services needed in Houston for American Indian/Alaska
Native residents are:

dental;
preventive health services;
prenatal and obstetrics;
optometry;
pharmacy;
health education;
mental health; and
generalized acute medical care.

5. Particular neighborhoods in Houston with significant numbers of American
Indian/Alaska Native residents are:

While the population of American Indians/Alaska Natives is fairly well
dispersed throughout the city of Houston, Pasadena and the Heights are
two neighborhoods with large numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native
residents. (This information is anecdotal only, without supportive census
tract population figures.)

Meetinas with Health Denartment  Officials

A meeting was held March 25, 1992 with James Arthur, Division Manager of Personal
Health Services for the city of Houston’s Department of Health and Human Services.
Houston provides ambulatory health care to its residents through a system of eight
clinics located throughout the city. Service utilization data are maintained for the
following racial categories: White; Black; Asian; Hispanic; and Other. Information for
American Indians/Alaska Natives is maintained for Maternal Child Health Services only.
These figures are reflected in Table 3.2~.
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n Table 3.2~. American Indian/Alaska Native Users and Encounters. CW of Houston
Department of Health and Human Services. Personal Health Services Divlslon, 1991.

Program

Total Number of Total Number of
Users Encounters

l/91-12/91 l/91-12/91

Family Planning 38 59

Maternitv 71 292

Well Child I 70 I 165

Toial I 187 I 516

Percent of Total I 0.4% I 0.4%

Data from City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services

Visits made by American Indian/Alaska Native residents of Houston comprise 0.4 percent
of the total visits made to the City of Houston’s Maternal Child Health Services.
Houston’s American Indian/Alaska Native population comprises just under 0.3 percent
of the total number of residents. This indicates that Houston’s American Indian/Alaska
Native residents use the city’s Maternal Child Services in close proportion to their overall
number.

Mortalltv Data

Using data supplied by the National Center for Health Statistics, an analysis of causes
of death among American Indians/Alaska Natives in Houston was completed by the
American Indian Health Care Association for years 1985-1987. Table 3.3~ reflects the
causes of death for Houston American Indians/Alaska Natives for the three years. While
providing information on the leading causes of death among Houston American
Indians/Alaska Natives, the mortality rates themselves are unstable because of the few
numbers of reported deaths (n=l 1).
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Table 3.3~ American Indian/Alaska Native Mortalitv  Rates, Houston, Texas, 1985
1907.

Cause of Death
Mortality Rate (Per
100,000 Persons)

I Diseases of the Heart I 14.08 I

I Malignant Neoplasms I 10.56 I

I Accidents I 3.52 I

Cerebrovascular
Disease 3.52

I Other Causes I 7.04 I

1 ALL CAUSES (n=l 1) 1 38.72 I

Data from NCHS, 1985-1987, analyzed by American Indian Health Care
Association, 1992. Mortality rates are crude rates, and not adjusted
according to age.

Heart disease is the leading cause of death among Houston area American
Indians/Alaska Natives, followed by cancer, accidents, and cerebrovascular disease
(stroke).

Health Indicator Data

Health indicator data are available for Houston American Indians/Alaska Natives from the
Texas Department of Health for a two year period only, 1989-90. Table 3.4~ provides
information on selected health indicators for the Houston American Indian/Alaska Native
population compared to the Houston and Texas state general population.
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P Table 3.4~. Selected Health Indicator Data. Houston American lhdian/Alaska
Native. Texas American Indian/Alaska Native. Houston All Races. Texas All Races.

,P

Health Indicator

Grams)

infant mortality rate (infant deaths per
1000 live births), per year o+ o+ 9.3 8

Data obtained from Texas Department of Health, Bureau of State Health Data and Policy
Analysis
*Data for 2 year period 1989-l 990
+No reported American Indian/Alaska Native infant deaths in Texas for 3 year period,
1988-l 990

‘;‘i=~e Houston Ameri.cah  Indian/Alaska Native birth rate is less than one-third that of the
Houston generat.,population,  and about half that of the general population of Texas state.
Slightly more Houston American Indian/Alaska Native women than women in the
Houston general population receive early prenatal care, and fewer babies with a low birth
weight were born to American Indian/Alaska Native mothers than to women in the
Houston or Texas state general population.

No infant deaths were recorded in the state of Texas for American Indians/Alaska Natives
for the three year period, 1988-l 990. The US. Census Bureau reports a 1990  statewide
American Indian/Alaska Native population of 65,877. The lack of any reported infant
deaths for years 1988-l 990 lends credence to the argument that American Indian/Alaska
Native mortality and morbidity statistics are often miscoded in other racial categories.

r‘
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Health Risk Amraisals

The Texas Department of Vocational Rehabilitation’s American Indian/Alaska Native
liaison counselor, and representatives of the Intertribal Council of Houston were actively
involved in the Health Risk Appraisal component of this study in the Houston area. With
the assistance of these groups, Health Risk Appraisals were conducted at the following
sites in March, 1992:

. Texas Rehabilitation Commission’s Houston South Field Office (March 24
& 25);

. Alabama-Coushatta Indian Tribal Council Employment and Training
Program, Houston office (March 26 & 27); and

. March Powwow, sponsored by the Intertribal Council of Houston (March
28).

Health Risk Appraisal data are presented on selected health risk behaviors for which
comparative data are available. In the area of cardiovascular health, information is
presented on smoking, sedentary lifestyle, and obesity. In the area of safety, data are
presented on lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and driving, and binge drinking. The 1990
Texas Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) provides comparative
statewide data.

Additional information is presented on women’s health, men’s health, diabetes, income,
health insurance coverage, and access to health care issues. National comparative data
are provided from the National Center for Health Statistics and the Year 2000 Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives for the Nation.

Participant Characteristics

Figure 3.1 c reflects selected demographic characteristics of persons participating in the
health assessment in the Houston area.

Findings By City - Houston 81



Figure 3.1~ - Demographics of Houston
Assessment participants

,

* Age Median 40
Range 10-07

* Sex Female 61.1%
Male 38.9%

* Employment Unemployed 16.3%
Employed 64.4%
Student 5.8%
Retired 6.7%
Homemaker 6.7%

* Education Some High School 7.5%
High School Grad 17.0%
College Grad 20.8%

* Ethnicity Full-blood 14.8%
< Full-blood 85.2%

* Tribes Cherokee 27.0%
(26 Total) Choctaw 7.4%

Chippewa 6.5%
Other 58.3%

Number of participants = 108

The median age of the 108 project participants is 40, and 61 percent are female. Sixty-
four percent are employed either full or part time. Fifteen percent are full blood
American Indian/Alaska Native. The three Tribes most often represented-Cherokee,
Choctaw, and Chippewa-comprise 42 percent of the total Houston participants. While
these three Tribes make up a large part of the Houston American Indian/Alaska Native
community, an additional 23 Tribes are represented, reflecting the overall diversity of the
Houston American Indian/Alaska Native community.
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Cardiovascular Risk Factors

Figure 3.2~  reflects the proportion of Houston assessment participants with selected
cardiovascular risk factors compared to those of the Texas state general population.

Figure 3.2~

Cardiovascular Risk Factors - Houston

100%
m Urban Al/AN f&Me

Smoker Obese Low Exercise

Houston 1992  HI% data. n-108
Texas 1990  BRFSS  data.  ml427

Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise are. all risk factors that contribute to the
development of heart disease. Houston assessment participants are equally as likely as
the Texas state general population to smoke, but over twice as likely to be obese and
to exercise too little.

In addition, 29 percent of Houston participants have a high blood pressure reading,
thirteen percent have a blood cholesterol of 2 240 mg/dL  (high), and 29.5 percent have
a cholesterol of 200-239 mg/dL (borderline high). For comparative purposes, the Year
2000 National Objectives for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention recommends no

. more than 20 percent of all adults have blood cholesterol levels of 240 mg/dL or greater.
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Injury Risk Factors .\

Figure 3.3~ reflects the proportion of Houston assessment participants with selected
injury risk factors compared to the Texas general population.

Figure 3.3~
Injury Risk Factors - Houston

No Boatbrtt

Houston 1922  HRA  data. n-100
Texas 1990 SRFSS data. n-1497

Drink & Drive Bingo Drinking

As shown in Figure 3.3c, Houston assessment participants use their seatbelts less often,
are twice as likely to drink and drive, but are less likely to binge drink than the Texas
state general population.

Another risk factor fordeath or injury due to a motor vehicle accident is driving over the
speed limit. ThirtyWo  percent of Houston participants drive 6-10 miles per hour over
the speed limit, while 12’percent drive at least 11 miles per hour over the speed limit.

Diabetes

Three percent of Houston assessment participants report they are diabetic, compared
to a national estimate of five percent among the general population. Forty percent have
a family history of diabetes, and sixteen percent have an elevated blood glucose
(compared to an estimate in the U.S. total population of 6.6 percent).
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,A, Women’s Health w

Figure 3.4~ reflects the lack of regular Pap test use among Houston women assessment
participants age 18 and over.

Figure 3.4~

Lack of Pap Test Use, Age 18+ - Houston
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Of the 108 participants, 66 (61 percent) are women age 18 and over. Of these women,
three percent have never had a Pap test, and twenty-three percent have had one, but
not within the last three years. Houston women participants are well within the Year
2000 National Health Objectives for having had a Pap test at least once (95 percent
recommended), but need to improve the regularity with which they obtain Pap tests to
the desired level of 85 percent within. the most recent three years.

The American Cancer Society recommends that women age 40 and older receive
mammograms to screen for breast cancer every one to two years, and yearly beginning
at age 50. Among Houston participants, 33 (31 percent) are women age 40 and older.

I Of these, 18 percent have never received a mammogram, and 24 percent have had one,
but not within the past three years.

,
Men’s Health

The American Cancer Society recommends yearly rectal exams for men age 40 and
older as a screening for prostate cancer. Of Houston participants, 22 (20 percent) are
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men age 40 and older. Of these, nine percent have had a rectal exam within the past
year, 41 percent have had an exam but not within the past three years, and 18 percent
have never had a rectal exam.

Communitv Health Assessment

Income

Figure 3.5~ reflects household income levels for Houston assessment participants
compared to the Texas and Houston MSA general population.

Figure 3.5~
Annual Household Income Levels - Houston

80% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._..._.._.....__......................._....~..

Urban American Indian I Alaska Natlve  Communily  Health  Assessment.  1992 n=lO(l
U.S. Census Bureau, 1990.  SlaIe of Texas

Houston assessment participants are about as likely as the state and MSA general
population to earn less than $10,000 a year, slightly more likely to earn in the mid-range
of $10,00034,999,  and less likely to earn $35,000 or more.

The median household income for Houston participants was $27,708. According to
Texas state 1990 Census Bureau figures, median household income for the Houston
MSA general population was $31,473, while Texas state median household income was
$27,016.
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n- . Health Insurance Coverage LI

Figure 3.6~ reflects insurance coverage among Houston assessment participants under
age 65. I

Figure 3.6~
Insurance Coverage, Age c 65 - Houston

100%
krban Al/AN  I$Soulh

Bo% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~..~.....-..-..-..............~..~.......- __.

60% ...............................................

40% ...............................................

20% ...........................

_r_

Prlvalo Medlcald No Inmmnca

Urban Ametkan  Indkn  / Alp#  Nallvo  Community  Health  Aaswsment.  1992 ntlO4
NCHS. Natlorrrl  Hdth  Inlerviw Suny. 1989

Comparative data from the National Health Interview Survey are grouped according to
region--Northeast, Midwest, South, and West. Houston is in the Southern region.

Houston participants are less likely to have health insurance than the general population
in the South, and less likely to be covered by both private insurance and Medicaid. Four
(4 percent) of the 108 Houston project participants are age 65 and over. Of these, all
have health insurance coverage. . ’

Types of Health Facilities Used

Houston participants most often seek health care from a private physician (72.6 percent),
and neighborhood or family health center (5.7 percent).
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.,P Leading Problems When Seeking Health Care

The five leading problems experienced by Houston assessment participants when
seeking health care include: cost (71 percent); no health insurance (29.9 percent); no
American Indian/Alaska Native health care providers (29.0 percent); not knowing what
services are available (28 percent); and distance required to travel to visit physician (19.6
percent).

SUMMARY OF HOUSTON FINDINGS

Health Status

Heart disease and cancer are the leading causes of death among Houston American
Indians/Alaska Natives, followed by accidents and stroke. No infant deaths were
reported for the three years analyzed-l 988-l 990, lending credibility to previous studies
which have shown that American Indian/Alaska Native infant deaths are often miscoded
according to racial classification (usually as White). Comparable proportions of women
in the Houston American Indian/Alaska Native population and in the Houston and Texas
general population receive prenatal care in the first trimester. Fewer infants of low birth
weight are born to Houston American Indians/Alaska Natives than to the Houston or
Texas general population.

P
Cardiovascular Health

Selected cardiovascular risk factors are more prevalent among Houston assessment
participants than among the Texas general population, including obesity and lack of
exercise. The proportion of smokers is similar in the two groups. High blood pressure
and high cholesterol levels, however, are less prevalent among Houston participants
than in the U.S. general population.

Injury Prevention

Selected injury risk factors are higher among Houston assessment participants than
among the Texas general population. Lack of seatbelt use, and drinking and driving are
more prevalent, while binge drinking is’less  prevalent among Houston participants than
among the Texas general population.

Diabetes Prevalence and Risk Factors

Houston is the only study site of the six where the proportion of assessment participants
who report being diabetic is less than that in the U.S. general population. Three percent
of Houston participants report being diabetic, compared to the U.S. estimated
prevalence of five percent. Elevated random glucose levels (> 115 mg/dL)  were found
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/? among 16 percent of participants, over twice the estimated 6.6 percent found in the U.S.
general population. And, 40 percent of all assessment participants report a family
history (parent or sibling) of diabetes.

Women’s Health

Women assessment participants in Houston meet the Year 2000 National Health
Objective for having ever had a Pap test (97 percent screened versus the recommended
95 percent), but do not meet the National Health Objective for having had a Pap test
within the past three years (77.3 percent screened versus the recommended screening
level of 85 percent).

Houston women participants age 40 and older meet the Year 2000 National Health
Objectives for mammogram screening, with 82 percent reporting having had a
mammogram at least once, compared to the recommended 80 percent. Twenty-four
percent of women participants age 40 and older report having received a mammogram,
but not within the past three years.

Men’s Health

Houston men assessment participants fall
- recommendations for yearly rectal exams

percent of Houston men participants age
within the past year.

Barriers to Care

Income

short of meeting American Cancer Society
for prostate cancer screening. Only nine
40 and older have received a rectal exam

Houston assessment participants are more likely than the Houston Metropolitan
Statistical Area general population to earn annual household incomes of less than
$10,000. Median household income among participants was lower than that for the
general population in the Houston MSA ($27,708 versus $30,727).

Health Insurance Coverage

Houston assessment participants are less likely than the general population in the South
to have health insurance.

Health Care Utilization

The Houston city health department documents a 0.4 percent proportion of its Maternal
Child Health services users as American Indians/Alaska Natives. This percentage is

/?
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somewhat higher than the proportion of the Houston urbanized area residhnts  who are
American Indians/Alaska Natives (0.28 percent).

The most commonly mentioned source of health care among Houston participants is a
private physician, distantly followed by a neighborhood or family health center.
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D. ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA

Histow  and Backaround

The state of California has over 70 reservations, more than any other state. Most of the
reservations are small because the residents are descendants from a single village, and
most are located at or near their original village sites (Terrell, 1971).

Southern California’s original peoples were the Shoshonean, a family of (at least) twelve
Tribes who migrated over many years from lands east of the Sierra Nevada to parts of
California, including the coastal areas. The first Europeans to travel to California came
from Spain, via Mexico, in the mid 1500’s.  During this same time period, Spanish
missionaries, long active in Mexico, began to establish missions along the California
coast. The missions served multiple purposes, but the most often stated was the
missionaries’ goal to Christianize the Native people. Many Tribes became “missionized”.

Many of California’s American Indians/Alaska Natives now live in urban areas, and
represent Tribes from all over the country. Orange County is a largely urban county,
south of Los Angeles, with Anaheim as its county seat. The Southern California Indian
Center, Inc., is located in nearby Garden Grove, and provides a variety of services to

n . American Indians/Alaska Natives living in Orange County. As a part of this project, the
Center hosted two staff persons from the American Indian Health Care Association to
conduct Health Risk Appraisals at the Center for interested community members.

Census Data

Table 3.1 d reflects 1990 population figures for Orange County.

Table 3.1 d. American Indian/Alaska Native and General Powiation,  Oranae County,
1990.

Total
Population

American Percentage of
Indian/Alaska Native AI/AN to Total

Population Population

.
2,410,556 12,165 0.5

I

Data from 1990 U.S. Census

Findings  by City - Anabim 91



n Meetincrs  with American Indian/Alaska Native Communitv Leaders *

Meetings were held in the Anaheim area with American Indian/Alaska Native community
leaders having backgrounds in health management, social services, and education.
These individuals include: Hotona Roebuck, advisor to American Indian/Alaska Native
students at California State University at Long Beach, and advisor to the Southern
California Indian Center, Inc.; Mary Cleghom-Vann, Planner for the Southern California
Indian Center, Inc.; and Tom Moffett, Social Services Coordinator for the Southern
California Indian Center, Inc. The following is a summary of their responses to questions
about the health needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives in their community:

1. Sources of health care for American Indians/Alaska Natives in Anaheim are:

a.
b.

C.

local hospital clinics;
the American Indian Free Clinic (formerly in Compton, but now
located in Bellflower, 30 miles away); and
Tribal clinics in San Manuel (50 miles away) and Morongo (70 miles
away).

2. Major barriers to health care in Anaheim for American Indians/Alaska
Natives are:

a.
b.

::

cost;
lack of health insurance;
high premiums and deductibles for those with insurance;
lack of transportation; and

e. long distances to travel for care.

3. Potential solutions to these barriers are:

a.

b.

start a clinic for American Indians/Alaska Natives in Orange County;
and
provide ambulatory health care services through a mobile health
unit.

4. Types of health care services needed for American Indian/Alaska Native
residents in Anaheim include:

a.
b.

::
e.

dental;
preventive health services;
women’s health care;
optometry; and
generalized acute medical care.
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5. Specific neighborhoods within Orange County where large numbers of
American Indian/Alaska Native residents live are:

while the population of American Indians/Alaska Natives is fairly well
dispersed throughout the area, Garden Grove, Anaheim, and Santa Ana

, have neighborhoods with large numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native
residents, (This information is anecdotal only, without supportive census

tract population figures.)

Meetinas with Health DePartment  Officials

A meeting was held on April 6, 1992 with Len Foster, Deputy Director of Public Health,
Orange County Health Care Agency. Orange County Health Care Agency provides
traditional public health services through a system of five clinics to residents of Orange
County. Health care is also available throughout the county at 13 community clinics-
independent non-profits, or satellite clinics affiliated with the University of California at
Irvine.

-,I

Orange County Health Care Agency collects service utilization information by race for
some, but not all, of its programs. Table 3.2d presents information on use of Orange
County Health Agency services by American Indian/Alaska Native residents for the 1990-
91 Fiscal Year.

Table 3.2d. Use of Oranae Countv Health Aaencv Services bv American
Indian/Alaska Native Residents, FY 1990191.

Program
American

Indian/Alaska Native
Visits in 1990/91

I Child -Health 1 1 I

I Dental Services I 13 I

Immunizations

Inoculations

60

126
•t

Total 206 1
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While information presented in Table 3.2d is incomplete because it includes only a partial
listing of services provided by Orange County Health Agency, it’s noteworthy that with
a county-wide population of 12,165 American Indian/Alaska Native residents, so few
(206) use services provided through Orange County’s public supported health agency.

Mortalitv Data

Using data supplied by the National Center for Health Statistics, an analysis of causes
of death among American Indians/Alaska Natives in Anaheim was completed by the
American Indian Health Care Association for years 19851987. Table 3.3d reflects the
causes of death for Anaheim American Indians/Alaska Natives for the three years. These
data are available for the city of Anaheim only, not for the entire Orange County
American Indian/Alaska Native population. While providing information on the leading
causes of death, the mortality rates themselves are unstable because of the few number
of reported deaths (n= 14).

Table 3.3d American Indian/Alaska Native Mortalitv Rates. Anaheim. 19854987.

Cause of Death
Mortality Rate(Per
100,000 Persons)

1 Diseases of the Heart 1 66.93 I

Malignant Neoplasms

Chronic Liver Disease
and Cirrhosis

44.62

44.62

Ulcer 22.31
I

I Accidents I 22.31 I

I Suicide I 22.31 I

Cerebrovascular
Disease 22.31 I

I Other Causes I 89.24 I
ALL CAUSES (n=14) 312.34

I

Data from NCHS, 1985-1987, analyzed by American Indian Health Care
Association, 1992. Mortality rates are crude rates, and not adjusted
according to age.

The leading cause of death for Anaheim American Indians/Alaska Natives is heart
disease, followed by cancer, accidents, and cerebrovascular disease (stroke).
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-,i
Health indicator Data

8.

Information on selected health indicators is available for the Anaheim area on a county-
wide basis. Table 3.4d reflects the most recent health indicator data available for
Orange County. To improve the accuracy of rates and percentages for the selected
indicators, three years of data were compiled for Orange County and California state
American Indian/Alaska Native residents. All Races data for Orange County and the
state as a whole are repotted for a single year--1990.

Table 3.4d. Selected Health Indicator Data. Orange County American Indian/Alaska
Native, California American Indian/Alaska Native. Orange Countv All Races,
California All Races.

.-

Health Indicator

Birth Rate (live births per 1000
oooulation). oer vear

% Births to women who received
prenatal care in 1 st trimester

% low birth weight infants (~2500
Grams)

infant mortality rate (infant deaths per
1000 live births), per year

American
Indian/Alaska

Native, Data for
3 years

14.0* N.A.

72* 68.3+

4.1* 6.4+

25.4* 10.3-
(n=13)

All Races, Data
for 1990

21.1 20.4

73.9 71.7

5.2 5.8

7.8
I

7.9

Data obtained from Orange County Health Care Agency and California
Department of Vital Statistics

*Data for 3 year period 19881990
+Data for 3 year period 19861988
-Data for 3 year period 1984-1986

,

.

.-

Infant mortality rates are important indicators of the health status of selected groups of
people. While the infant mortality rate among Anaheim American Indians/Alaska Natives
is almost three times that of the Orange County general population, the rate is unstable
because of the small number of reported American Indian/Alaska Native infant deaths
in Anaheim (n= 13). The percentage of Orange County American Indian/Alaska Native
women who receive early prenatal care is comparable to that of the general population
of Orange County, while the percentage of low birth weight babies born to Orange
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County American Indian/Alaska Native women is somewhat less than for the general
population of Orange County. The overall birth rate is lower among Orange County
American Indians/Alaska Natives than among the general population.

Health Risk Armaisals

Health Risk Appraisals were conducted April 6-9, 1992 at the Southern California Indian
Center, Inc., in Garden Grove, California. Health Risk Appraisal data are presented on
selected health risk behaviors for which comparative data are available. In the area of
cardiovascular health, information is presented on smoking, sedentary lifestyle, and
obesity. In the area of safety, data are presented on lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and
driving, and binge drinking. The 1990 California Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS) provides comparative data.

Additional information is presented on women’s health, men’s health, diabetes, income,
health insurance coverage, and access to health care issues, for which comparative data
are provided by the National Center for Health Statistics and the Year 2000 Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives for the Nation.

Particbant  Characteristics

Figure 3.1 d reflects selected demographic characteristics of persons participating in the

n assessment in Anaheim, California.

96 American Indien  Ha&h  Cam  As.wciafion



r-

Figure 3.ld - Demographics of Anaheim
Assessment participants

* Age Median 45
Range 20-83

* Sex Female 71.4%
Male 28.6%

* Employment Unemployed 15.5%
Employed 37.1%
Student 5.2%
Retired 27.6%
Homemaker 14.7%

* Education Some High School 18.1%
High School Grad 27.6%
College Grad 13.8%

* Ethnicity Full-blood 28.6%
< Full-blood 71.5%

* Tribes Sioux 8.4%
(38 Total) Chippewa 7.6%

Cherokee 7.6%
Other 76.4%

Number of participants = 119

The median age of Anaheim assessment participants is 45, and 71 percent are women.
Twenty-eight percent of assessment participants have high school diplomas, while

.*

1

fourteen percent have college degrees. Thirty-seven percent are employed either full or
part time. Twenty-nine percent are full blood American Indian/Alaska Native. The three
Tribes most often represented-Sioux, Chippewa, and Cherokee--comprise only 27
percent of the total Anaheim participants, indicating the diversity of the Anaheim
American Indian/Alaska Native community.
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P Cardiovascular Risk Factors

Figure 3.2d reflects the proportion of Anaheim assessment participants with selected
cardiovascular risk factors compared to that of the California general population.

,P

Figure 3.2d

Cardiovascular Risk Factors - Anaheim

Smoker

AnhIm 1992  HRAdata,  n-110
Caltfomk  I@20 SRFSS dal& n-2701

Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise are all risk factors that contribute to the
development of heart disease. All three factors are more prevalent among Anaheim
assessment participants than among the California state population as a whole. in
addition, 31 percent of Anaheim participants have a high blood pressure reading,
seventeen percent have a blood Cholest8rol  of 2 240 mg/dL (high), and 32.1 percent
have a blood cholesterol of 200-239 mg/dL  (borderline high). For comparative purposes,
the Year 2000 National. Ob@ctives for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
recommend no more than 20 percent of all adults have blood cholesterol levels of 240
mg/dL  or greater.



Injury Risk Factors

Figure 3.3d reflects the proportion of Anaheim assessment participants with selected
injury risk factors compared to that of the California general population.

P

Figure 3.3d
Injury Risk Factors - Anaheim

No !Sealbelt

Anaheim 1992 HRA dala  n- 119
Callomla  1QSU  SRFSS data. n=2701

Drink & Drive Binge Drinking

Anaheim assessment participants are almost three times less likely to use their seatbelts,
twice as likely to drink and drive, and slightly more likely to binge drink than the
California general population.

An additional risk factor for injury or death resulting from a motor vehicle accident is
driving over the speed limit. Twenty-eight percent of Orange County participants
typically drive 6-l 0 miles per hour over the speed limit, while eight percent drive at least
11 miles per hour over the speed limit.

Diabetes

Thirteen percent of Anaheim assessment participants report they are diabetic, compared
to a national estimate of five percent among the general population. In addition, forty-
eight percent of participants have a family history of diabetes, and seventeen percent
have an elevated blood glucose (compared to an estimated U.S. total population of 6.6
percent).
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.n Women’s Health

Figure 3.4d reflects the lack of use of Pap test use among Anaheim women assessment
participants age 18 and over.

Figure 3.4d
Lack of Pap Test Use, Age 18+ - Anaheim

NovwHadaPap

Aluhelm  lee2 I-IRA data  n-55
Year 2000 Hmtth  Objecthw For The tuatkm

NoPapwiIhln3Yra

Of 119 Anaheim participants,. 85 (71 percent) are women age 18 and over. Of these
women, 3.5 percent have never had a Pap test, and nineteen percent have not had one
within the last three years. Anaheim women participants’ use of Pap tests is well within
the Year 2000 National Health Objective of 95 percent for having ever had a Pap test,
and close to the recommended 85 percent for having had a Pap test within the past
three years.

The American Cancer Society ‘recommends that women age 40 and older receive
mammograms to screen for breast cancer every one to two years, then yearly beginning
at age 50. Among Anaheim participants, 51 (43 percent) are women age 40 and older.
Of these, 24 percent have never received a mammogram, while 10 percent have
received one, but not within the past three years.

Men’s Health

The American Cancer Society recommends yearly rectal exams for men age 40 and
older as a screening for prostate cancer. Cf Anaheim participants, 21 (18 percent) are
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men age 40 and older. Of these, 43 percent have had a rectal exam within the past
year, 10 percent have had an exam but not within the past three years, and ten percent
have never had a rectal exam.

Communitv Health Assessment

Income

Figure 3.5d  reflects income levels for Anaheim assessment participants compared to the
general populations of California and Orange County.

Figure 3.5d
Annual Household Income Levels - Anaheim

I

80% . . . . . . . . . . . ..-......................................_..............

80% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Urban Amwkan lndhn I Alaska Native Community  Health Assessment, 1992 n- 11s
U.S. Census  Bumru, 1980,  state oi Caliwrnlr
U.S. Census Euraru.  1990.  Orange County

Anaheim assessment participants are five times more likely than the California general
population, and eight times more likely than the Orange County general population to
earn less than $lO,OO a year. Only nine percent of Anaheim participants earn $35,000
or more a year, while over half of the California general population and 64 percent of the
Orange County general population earn more than $35,000 a year. The median
household income for participants was $9,354, while the median household income was

1 $45,922 for the Orange County general population and $35,798 for the California general
population.

Findings by City - Anaheim 701



Health Insurance Coverage

Figure 3.6d  reflects health insurance coverage among Anaheim assessment participants
below age 65. Comparative data from the National Health Interview Survey are grouped
according to region--Northeast, Midwest, South, and West. Anaheim is in the Western
region.

Figure 3.6d
Insurance Coverage, Age e 65 - Anaheim

I - ’
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

72.1% t

e..............................................

40% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

-20% . . . . ;:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

a%
P r i v a t e Medlcald No insurance

Urban  Amerlan lndtan/AlaskaNalivo  Commudty  HaIlh  Assosrmwtt,  1992 n=SI
NCHS,  Nallorel  HoeM  intwvbw  Swvy,  1989

Anaheim assessment participants are half as likely as the general population in the West
to h’ave health insurance. Anaheim participants are more likely to be covered by

edicaid,  and less likely to have private health insurance.

Types of Health Facilities Used

Anaheim assessment participants most often seek health care at the following types of
health facilities: private physician (51.3 percent); Indian Health Service or urban Indian
clinic (21.7 percent); and neighborhood or family health center (7.8 percent).

Leading Problems When Seeking Health Care

The five leading problems experienced by Anaheim participants when seeking health
care include: cost (60;3 percent); lack of health insurance (31.9 percent);- distance
needed to travel to see doctor (31 percent); lack of American Indian/Alaska Native
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providers (27.6 percent); and lack of trust in mainstream health care providers (42.1
percent).

SUMMARY OF ANAHEIM FINDINGS

Health Status

Heart disease and cancer are the leading causes of death among Anaheim American
Indians/Alaska Natives, followed by accidents and stroke. Slightly fewer Orange County
American Indian/Alaska Native women receive prenatal care in the first trimester than do
women in the Orange County general population. However, when compared to the
Orange County general population, fewer American Indian/Alaska Native infants are born
with a low birth weight.

Cardiovascular Health

Selected cardiovascular risk factors are more prevalent among Anaheim assessment
participants than among the California general population. Smoking, obesity, and lack
of exercise are all more prevalent among Anaheim participants than among the California
general population. High blood pressure and high cholesterol levels, however, are less
prevalent among participants in Anaheim than in the U.S. general population.

n Injury Prevention

Selected injury risk factors are higher among Anaheim assessment participants than
among the California general population. Lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and driving, and
binge drinking are all higher among Anaheim participants than among the California
general population.

Diabetes Prevalence and Risk Factors

Thirteen percent of Anaheim assessment participants report being diabetic, which is two
and a half times that of the estimated five percent in the U.S. general population.
Elevated random glucose levels (> 115 mg/dL) were found among 17 percent of
participants, two and half times the estimated 6.6 percent in the U.S. general population.
And, 48 percent of all participants report a family history (parent or sibling) of diabetes.

_
Women’s Health

_ Women assessment participants in Anaheim meet the Year 2000 National Health
Objective for having ever had a Pap test with 95.6 percent screened compared to the
recommended screening level of 95 percent. They come close to meeting the National
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Health Objective for having had a Pap test within the past three years, with 81.2 percent
screened compared to the recommended screening level of 85 percent.

Anaheim women participants age 40 and older do not meet the Year 2000 National
Health Objective for mammogram screening, with 76 percent reporting having had a
mammogram at least once (compared to a recommended screening level of 80 percent),
while ten percent have had a mammogram, but not within the past three years.

Men’s Health .

Of men participants in all six cities, Anaheim participants (along with those in St. Louis)
come closest to meeting American Cancer Society screening recommendations. Forty-
three percent of Anaheim men participants age 40 and older report having had a rectal
exam within the past year.

Barriers to Care

Income

Anaheim assessment participants are five times more likely than the Orange County
general population to earn annual household incomes of less than $10,090. And,
Orange County residents in the general population are over seven times more likely than
Anaheim participants to earn annual household incomes of $35,000 or more. Median
household income among participants was $9,354, compared to the county-wide median
household income of $35,798.

Health Insurance Coverage

Anaheim assessment participants are 50 percent less likely than the general population
in the West to have health insurance.

Health Care Utilization

The Orange County Health Agency documents few of its users as American
Indians/Alaska Natives.

The most commonly mentioned source of health care among Anaheim participants is a
private physician, Indian Health Service (or urban) clinic, and neighborhood or family
health center.
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E. SAN ANTONIO

Historv and Backaround

The Caddoan peoples made their homes in the lands now identified as eastern Texas.
They clustered in small villages along rivers, and in the 1500s occupied parts of East
Texas and Louisiana, where they lived in more than 20 towns joined within three
confederacies, the Hasinais, Caddos, and Natchitoches (Lowry, 1992.) The Wichita Tribe
lived west of the Caddos, while the area near San Antonio was the land of the
Coahuiltecans.

By the late 1700s and early 1800s many eastern American Indian Tribes-the Alabama,
Cherokee, Choctaw, Coushatta, Delaware, Kickapoo, and Shawnee-had been pushed
out of their homelands into Texas. In 1886, Texas leader Sam Houston signed a treaty
granting the Cherokee title to land in northeast Texas, but the First Congress rejected
the treaty the following year. Houston’s successor, Mirabeau Lamar, developed policies
of displacement and extermination toward the Native people of Texas, and pursued them
with vigor. Wars erupted, and many people were killed. An alternative to fighting was
to become “missionized” by the Catholic priests. Those who chose this option usually
took Spanish last names.

/? When Texas became a state in 1845, it retained rights to its public land, which meant
that the federal government had no land to give to American Indians living in Texas. By
the end of the 18OOs,  Lamar’s goal of extermination had almost been achieved. Those
American Indians who had not been killed or had died from disease were moved to
Oklahoma Territory. Those who had adopted Catholicism often identified more with
Mexican than with American Indian/Alaska Native culture (Vasquez y Sanchez, 1992).
Today, there are three remaining American Indian communities within Texas state
boundaries, all three reservations recognized by the federal government: the Kickapoo
Traditional Tribe of Texas in Eagle Pass; the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas in
Livingston; and the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo on the Tigua Indian Reservation in El Paso.
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Census Data u

Table 3.18 reflects 1990 population figures for the San Antonio urbanized area.

Table 3.16. American Indian/Alaska Native and General Pooulation. San Antonio,
1990.

Total
Population

American
Indian/Alaska Native

Population

Percentage of
Al/AN to Total

P_opulation

r~1.129.154 I 4,094 I 0.36 I

Data from 1990 U.S. Census

Meetinas with American Indian/Alaska Native Communitv Leaders

Meetings were held in San Antonio with American Indian/Alaska Native community
leaders having backgrounds in law and education. These individuals include: Ardena
Rodriguez, past president of the San Antonio Council of Native Americans; and Tricia
Tingle (phone interview), President of the First American Bar of Texas. The following is
a summary of their responses to questions about the health needs of American
Indians/Alaska Natives in their community.

1. Sources of health care for American Indian/Alaska Native residents in San
Antonio are:

a.
b.
C.

private physicians (for those with health insurance);
hospital outpatient clinics; and
military base hospitals and clinics.

2. Major barriers to health care for American Indians/Alaska Natives in San
Antonio are:

a.
b.
C.

cost;
lack of health insurance; and
not knowing what services are available in San Antonio.

3. Potential solutions to these barriers include:

a. establishment of a center from which information can be
disseminated.
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c 4. Types of health care services needed for American Indian/Alaska Native
residents in San Antonio are:

dental;
preventive health services;
prenatal and obstetrical care;
women’s health;
medical management of chronic illness; and
health education.

5. Particular neighborhoods in San Antonio with large numbers of American
Indian/Alaska Native residents include:

The population of American Indians/Alaska Natives is fairly well dispersed
throughout the San Antonio community. (This information is anecdotal

. only, without supportive census tract population figures.)

Meetinas With Health Department Officials

The San Antonio Metropolitan Health District is unable to provide information on selected
health indicators, or use of the health district’s services by American Indian/Alaska Native
residents. San Antonio Health District collects, but does not extract, health indicator data
for American Indians/Alaska Natives. Information on use of the health district’s services
is not collected for American Indians/Alaska Natives. For the purposes of this project,
the state of Texas was able to supply some information on selected health indicators for
the San Antonio area.

The University of Texas Health Science Center, University Clinics, also provides health
services to San Antonio residents. However, according to the Center’s Clinic Manager,
they do not collect data on race of service users.

Using data supplied by the National Center for Health Statistics, an analysis of causes
of death among American Indians/Alaska Natives in San Antonio was completed by the
American Indian Health Care Association for years 1985-1987. Table 3.2e reflects the

. causes of death for San Antonio American Indians/Alaska Natives for the three years.
While providing information on the leading causes of death among Anaheim American
Indians/Alaska Natives, the mortality rates themselves are unstable because of the few

_ numbers of deaths analyzed (n=2).
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Table 3.28 American Indian/Alaska Native Mortalitv Rates. San Antonio. Texas,
1985-1987.

Cause of Death
Mortality Rate (Per
100,000 Persons)

1 Diseases of the Heart 1 16.50 I

I ALL CAUSES I 16.50 I

Data from NCHS, 19854987, analyzed by American Indian Health Care
Association, 1992. Mortality rates are crude rates, and not adjusted
according to age.

The leading cause of death for San Antonio American Indian/Alaska Native residents is
heart disease. The W of two over a three year period for all American Indian/Alaska
Native deaths in San Antonio is an example of the propensity for error in coding of race
on death certificates of American Indians/Alaska Natives.
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P- Health Indicator Data

The most recent health indicator data for San Antonio American Indians/Alaska Natives
from the Texas Department of Health were available for a two year period only, 1989-90.
Except for infant mortality information, data were unavailable for American Indians/Alaska
Natives statewide. Table 3.3e reflects selected health indicators, with time periods
indicated.

Table 3.3e. Selected Health Indicator Data. San Antonio American Indian/Alaska
Native. Texas American Indian/Alaska Native, San Antonio All Races, Texas All
Races.

Health Indicator

American
Indian/Alaska

Native, Data for 2
vears

San TX
Antonio State

All Races, Data
for 1990

San TX
Antonio State

Birth Rate (live births per 1000
population), per year

6.4* N.A. 20.1 18.6

% Births to women who receivedprenatal care in 1st trimester 1 73.8* 1 N.A. 1 75.7 1 68.4

% low birth weight infants &2500
Grams) 4.8* N.A. 6.9 7.0

infant mortality rate (infant deaths per
1000 live births), per year o+ o+ 6.8 8

Data obtained from Texas Department of Health, Bureau of State Health Data and Policy
Analysis
*Data for 2 year period, 1989-90
+No recorded infant American Indian/Alaska Native deaths for 3 year period, 1988-1990

c

The birth rate among San Antonio American Indian/Alaska Native residents is less than
z one-third that of the San Antonio general population. The percentage of American

Indian/Alaska Native women in San Antonio who receive early prenatal care is less than
women in the San Antonio general population, as is the percentage of babies who are
born with a low birth weight, There are no recorded American Indian/Alaska Native
infant deaths in San Antonio (or in the entire state of Texas) for years 1988-1990.
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Health Risk Appraisals

The San Antonio Council of Native Americans is the only American Indian/Alaska Native
organization in San Antonio. There is no Indian center in San Antonio, so the Council
holds its monthly meetings at Centro Cultural Aztlan, a Latin0  cultural center. In April of
1992, the Center’s staff hosted two staff persons from the American Indian Health Care
Association to conduct Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health Assessments for
interested community members.

Participation in the study was low (a total of 31 participants). Reasons for this are only
speculative, but possible causes are:

1.

2.

3.

There is no identifiable geographical American Indian/Alaska Native community
in San Antonio;
Centro Cultural Aztlan (where the HRAs and Community Health Assessments were
conducted) is in the southwestern section of the city, and not in a central location
for easy access without private transportation;
A large number of American Indians/Alaska Natives in San Antonio strongly
identify with the mexican community. And, often when potential participants were
asked if they were American Indian/Alaska Native, the response was “yes”,  but if
the same person was asked if she were American Indian the reply was often “no”;

n and
4. Some miscommunication on the part of the Association staff with regard to the

dates during which the study was conducted; at least a few interested persons
missed out because of this.

Health Risk Appraisal data are presented on selected health risk behaviors for which
comparative data are available. In the area of cardiovascular health, information is
presented on smoking, sedentary lifestyle, and obesity. In the area of safety, data are
presented on lack of seatbelt use, drinking and driving, and binge drinking. The 1990
Texas Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) provides comparative data.

Additional information is presented on women’s health, men’s health, diabetes, income,
health insurance coverage, and access to care issues, with national comparative data
from the National Center for Health Statistics and the Year 2000 Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention Objectives for the Nation.
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Particbant Characteristics t>

Figure 3.1 e reflects selected demographic characteristics of persons participating in the
assessment in San Antonio.

Figure 3.18 - Demographics of San Antonio
Assessment participants

* -Age Median
Range

* Sex Female
Male

* Employment Unemployed
Employed
Student
Retired
Homemaker

* Education Some High School
High School’Grad
College Grad
Post Graduate

* Ethnicity Full-blood
< Full-blood

* Tribes Cherokee
(10 Total) Cheyenne

C h o c t a w
Other

Number of participants * 31

54
27-83

41.9%
58.1%

9.7%
48.4%
6.5%

32.3%
9.7%

13.8%
13.8%
17.2%
20.7%

9.7%
90.4%

22.6%
16.1%
9.7%

51.6%

The median age of 54 for San Antonio assessment participants is older than for
assessment participants across all six sites. San Antonio is the only site where men
participants outnumber women (58 percent versus 42 percent). Forty-eight percent are
employed, seventeen percent have college degrees, and twenty-one percent have
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.

graduate or professional degrees. Ten percent are full blood American Indian/Alaska
Native. The three Tribes most often represented-Cherokee, Cheyenne, and Choctaw--
comprise 48 percent of the total San Antonio participants.

Cardiovascular Risk Factors

Figure 3.2e reflects the proportion of San Antonio assessment participants with selected
cardiovascular risk factors compared to those of the Texas state general population.

Figure 3.28
Cardiovascular Risk Factors - San Antonio

Smoker

Sm Antonio 1093 I-IRA data. n-31
kx5a lWO  BRFSS  dnr. n-1407

Obese Low Ex5rci55

Smoking, obesity, and lack of risk exercise are all factors that contribute to the
development of heart disease. San Antonio assessment participants are slightly less
likely to smoke, but more likety  to be obese and to exercise too little than the Texas
general population. In addition, 39 percent of San Antonio participants have a high
blood pressure reading, thirteen percent have a blood cholesterol of 1. 240 mg/dL
(high), and 19.4 percent have a blood cholesterol of 200-239 mg/dL  (borderline high).
For comparative purposes, the Year 2000 National Objectives for Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention recommends no more than 20 percent of all adults have blood
cholesterol levels of 240 mg/dL or greater.
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Injury Risk Factors

Figure 3.3e  reflects the proportion of San Antonio assessment participants with selected
injury risk factors compared to those of the Texas state general population.

Figure 3.36
Injury Risk Factors - San Antonio

No Sentbelt

San Antonio 1092  HRA data.  n-31
Texas lgeo  BRFSS  data*  n-1497

Drink EL Drive Binge Drinking

San Antonio assessment participants use their seatbelts more often than the Texas
general population, but are over three times more likely to drink and drive, and one a
half times more likely to binge drink.

Diabetes

Sixteen percent of San Antonio assessment participants report they are diabetic,
compared to the national estimate of five percent in the general population. In addition,
fifty percent of San Antonio participants have a family history of diabetes, and 29 percent
have an elevated blood glucose (compared to a national estimate of 6.6 percent).

.
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Women’s Health %l

Figure 3.4e reflects lack of Pap test use among San Antonio women assessment
participants age 18 and older.

Figure 3.46

Lack of Pap Test Use, 18+ - San Antonio

l Urban  Al/AN B Nation

New Had a Pap No Pap within 3 Yrs

SmAntmblD92HR4dat8n-13
Year  2000 I-Wrh Objedws  For Ttm Nation

Of the 31 participants, thirteen (42 percent) are women age 18 and over. Of these
women, eight percent have never had a Pap test, and 15.4 percent have had one, but
not within the past three years. These numbers indicate a fairly good use of Pap tests
among San Antonio women participants.

The American Cancer Society recommends that women age 40 and older receive
mammograms to screen for breast cancer every one to two years, then yearly beginning
at age 50. Among San Antonio participants, nine (29 percent) are women age 40 and
older. Of these, 11 percent have never received a mammogram, and 22 percent have
received one, but not within the past three years.

Men’s Health

The American Cancer Society recommends yearly rectal exams for men age 40 and
older as a screening for prostate cancer. Of San Antonio participants, 15 (48 percent)
are men age 40 and older. Of these, seven percent have had a rectal exam within the
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past year, and 67 percent have had an exam, but not within the past three years. All
report having had a rectal exam at some time in the past.

Communitv Health Assessment

Income

Figure 3.5e reflects income levels for San Antonio assessment participants compared to
the general population of Texas and the San .Antonio  MSA.

Figure 3.5e
Annual Household Income Levels - San Antonio

100%
HlJrban Al/AN  aState n MSA

Urban Amadcan  Indian /Alaska Native Communiiy  Matth  Assessment. 1992  n-31
U.S. Census Bureau. 1930.  State ot Texas

San Antonio assessment participants are about as likely as the local and state general
population to earn less than $10,000 a year, more likely to earn in the middle range of
$lO,OOO-$34,999,  and half as likely to earn $35,000 or more. The median household
income for San Antonio participants was $15,833, while the median household income
for the general population in the San Antonio MSA was $26,092, and $27,016 statewide.

l

.
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Health Insurance Coverage

Figure 3.6e reflects insurance coverage among San Antonio assessment participants
below age 65.

Figure 3.6e

Insurance Coverage Age, < 65 - San Antonio

hrban Al/AN  ii South

Private Medlcald No Insurance

Urban American  lndtan/AtaskaNaWr  Commudty  Heallh  Assessment, 15192  n=2S
NCHS. Nalionsl  HeaRk  Intcfvbw  Survey, 1989

Comparative data from the National Health Interview Surrey  are grouped according to
region--Northeast, Midwest, South, and West. San Antonio is in the Southern region.

San ‘Antonio American participants are less likely than the general population in the
Gouth to have health insurance. Coverage by private insurance and by Medicaid is
,,inparable  between the two groups.

Eight (26 percent) of all San Antonio participants are age 65 or older. Of these, three
(10 percent) have no health insurance. Of those with health insurance, all have
Medicare, private insurance, or a combination of the two.

Types of Health Facilities Used

San Antonio assessment participants most often seek health care at the following types
of health facilities: private physician (51.6 percent); hospital outpatient clinic (12.9
percent); and neighborhood or family health center (9.7 percent).
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Leading Problems When Seeking Health Care

The five leading problems experienced by San Antonio participants when seeking health
care include: cost (41 .Q percent); not knowing what types of services are available (29
percent); lack of American Indian/Alaska Native health care providers (29 percent); lack
of understanding among mainstream providers of the health needs of American
Indians/Alaska Natives (22.6 percent); and lack of trust in mainstream providers (12.9
percent).

SUMMARY OF SAN ANTONIO FINDINGS

Health Status

Heart disease is the leading cause of death among San Antonio American Indians/Alaska
Natives. No American Indian/Alaska Native infant deaths were reported in the state of
Texas for years 1988-1990, lending credibility to previous studies which have shown that
American Indian/Alaska Native deaths are often miscoded according to racial
classification (usually as White).

Slightly fewer American Indian/Alaska Native women in San Antonio than women in the
San Antonio general population receive prenatal care in the first trimester, and fewer low

0 birth weight infants are born to San Antonio American Indian/Alaska Native women than
to women in the San Antonio general population.

Cardiovascular Health

Selected cardiovascular risk factors are more prevalent among San Antonio assessment
participants than among the Texas general population. Obesity, lack of exercise and
high blood pressure are all more prevalent among San Antonio participants than among
.,smparative groups. High cholesterol levels, however, are less prevalent for participants

VT San Antonio than in the U.S. general population.

Injury Prevention

Selected injury risk factors are more prevalent among San Antonio assessment
participants than among the Texas general population. Drinking and driving, and binge

. drinking are greater among San Antonio participants than among the Texas general
population. Lack of seatbelt  use, however, is lower among San Antonio participants than
among Texas residents statewide.

Findings by Cily - San Antonio 717



Diabetes Prevalence and Risk Factors

Sixteen percent of San Antonio assessment participants report being diabetic, three
times that of the estimated five percent in the US. general population. Elevated random
glucose levels (> 115 mg/dL) were found among 29 percent of participants, over four
times the estimated 6.6 percent in the U.S. general population. And, 50 percent of all
participants report a family history (parent or sibling) of diabetes.

Women’s Health

Women assessment participants in San Antonio come close but do not meet the Year
2000 National Health Objective for having ever had a Pap test, with a screening level of
92 percent compared to a recommended screening level of 95 percent, and meet the
National Health Objective of 85 percent for having had a Pap test within the past three
years.

San Antonio women participants age 40 and over meet the Year 2000 National Health
Objective for mammogram screening, with 89 percent reporting having had a
mammogram at least once, compared to the recommended screening level of 80
percent.

e Men’s Health

Only seven percent of San Antonio men participants age 40 and over report having had
a rectal exam within the past year.
Society recommendations for yearly
40 and over.

Barriers to Care

!ncome  .

This falls significantly short of American Cancer
prostate cancer screening exams for all men age

San Antonio assessment participants are less than half as likely as the San Antonio
Metropolitan Statistical Area and Texas state general population to earn household
incomes of $35,000 and more. Median household income among San Antonio
participants was $15,833, compared to the San Antonio MSA and Texas state median
incomes of $26,092 and $27,016, respectively.
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Health Care Utilization

Neither the San Antonio Metropolitan Health District’s clinics nor the University of Texas
Health Science Center’s clinics were able to provide information on its service utilization
by American Indians/Alaska Natives. The most commonly mentioned sources of health

c care among San Antonio assessment participants were a private physician, hospital
outpatient clinic, and neighborhood or family health center.
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r F. ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

Historv and Backaround

The Illinois, Missouri, and Osage Tribes occupied land in what is now northeastern
Missouri (Terrell,  1971). The Illinois were a confederation of Algonquian Tribes spread
over a large area, one site of which was near the magnificent Cahokia Mound, located
in Illinois, six miles east of present day St. Louis. The Osage and Missouri were west
of the Illinois, and are the only Tribes whose primary homeland was within the current
boundaries of Missouri (Reidhead, 1992).

Many American Indians/Alaska Natives living in the St. Louis area today are Cherokee,
descendants of those who were forced from their homelands in the eastern states and
moved to Oklahoma (Voelker,  1992). As part of the federal government’s official policy
in the 1950s to relocate American Indians/Alaska Natives to urban areas, St. Louis was
a designated relocation city (Prucha, 1984). Many present day American Indian/Alaska
Native residents of St. Louis are persons or descendants of those who were relocated
during the 1950s and later.

For this project, the American Indian Center of Mid-America, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri,
hosted two staff persons from the American Indian Health Care Association in April, 1992
to conduct Health Risk Appraisals and Community Health Assessments for interested
community members. (See Appendix A for more information on the American Indian
Center of Mid-America, Inc.)

Recent Research

The American Indian Center of Mid-America, Inc. participated with the U.S. Bureau of
The Census and the University of Missouri-St. Louis in a 198889 study of St. Louis area
American Indians/Alaska Natives and the Census (Reidhead, 1990). The principal aim
of this study was to provide data that can be used by the Bureau of the Census to
evaluate problems American Indians/Alaska Natives experience with the Census. Four
hundred and six American Indian/Alaska Native residents, representing 184 households,
participated in this study. Certain demographic information was obtained during the
course of this study that provides comparative data for the current project. These data
will be referred to, where appropriate, in the narrative component of the section on St.
Louis.
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.- - Census Data

Table 3.lf reflects 1990 population figures for St. Louis, Missouri.

Table 3.lf. American Indian/Alaska Native and General Potwlation.  St. Louis. 1990.

Total
Population

American
Indian/Alaska Native

Population

Percentage of
Al/AN to Total

Population

I 1,946,526 3,729 I 0.2

Data from 1990 U.S. Census

Meetings were held in the St. Louis area with American Indian/Alaska Native community
leaders having backgrounds in health service delivery, social services, and program
management. These individuals include: Evelyn Voelker, Executive Director of the
American Indian Center of Mid-America, Inc.; and Sheri Blackwell, Records and Reports
Manager for the Grace Hill Neighborhood Health Center. The following is a summary

/? of their responses to questions about the health needs of American Indians/Alaska
Natives in their community:

1. Sources of health care for American Indian/Alaska Native residents in St. Louis
include:

::
C.

Grace Hill Neighborhood Health Center;
St. Louis Regional Hospital and Ambulatory Care Centers; and
Deaconess Hospital, St. Anthony’s Hospital-both have detoxification
programs.

2. Major barriers to health care for American Indians/Alaska Natives in St. Louis are:

it:
C.

d.
e.

cost;
lack of health insurance (even for those employed);
too few American Indian/Alaska Native health care
especially for elders;
lack of transportation; and
long distance to travel for care.

providers,
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3. Potential solutions to these barriers include:

a. educate mainstream providers and government officials about the
health needs of American Indians/Alaska Natives.

4. Types of health care services needed for American Indian/Alaska Native residents
in St. Louis are:

dental;
preventive health services;
women’s health care;
health education;
community outreach;
pharmacy;
management of chronic illnesses; and
generalized acute medical care.

5. Particular neighborhoods in St. Louis with large numbers of American
Indian/Alaska Native residents include:

While the population of American Indians/Alaska Natives is fairly well dispersed
throughout the city, the south side of St. Louis (near the Indian Center) has large
numbers of American Indian/Alaska Native residents. (This information is
anecdotal only, without supportive census tract population figures.)

Meetincrs with Health Department Officials

The city of St. Louis provides ambulatory health care services to its residents through
the St. Louis Regional Medical Center and Ambulatory Care Centers. There are no
health clinics operated by the St. Louis Health Department. St. Louis residents also can
use the Family Care Center of Carondelet, a St. Louis Community Health Center, and
Grace Hill Neighborhood Health Center which maintains four (soon to be five) clinic
sites.

According to St. Louis Regional Medical Center personnel, the race of its service users
is recorded as white, Black, and Other. No data are collected specifically for American

w Indians/Alaska Natives.

Grace Hill Neighborhood Health Center began recording American Indian/Alaska Native
. users in 1991, when a total of 336 users identified themselves as American Indian/Alaska

Native. Grace Hill makes a special effort to outreach to the American Indian/Alaska
Native community, and has three American Indian/Alaska Native staff who are active in
this effort (Ebberle, 1992).
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Mortal&v Data

Using data supplied by the National Center for Health Statistics, an analysis of causes
of death among St. Louis American Indians/Alaska Natives was completed by the
American Indian Health Care Association for years 1985-1987. Table 3.2f reflects the
causes of death for St. Louis American Indians/Alaska Natives for the three years. While
providing information on the leading causes of death among St. Louis American
Indians/Alaska Natives, the mortality rates themselves are unstable because of the few
numbers of deaths analyzed (n=3).

Table 3.21 American Indian/Alaska Native Mortalitv Rates. St. Louis, Missouri. 198!5-
1987.

Mortality Rate (Per
Cause of Death 100,000 Persons)

1 Diseases of the Heart 1 8.89 I

Cerebrovascular
Disease I

8.89
I

I Other Causes I 8.92 I

I ALL CAUSES I 26.70 I
Data from NCHS, 1985-1987, analyzed by American Indian Health Care
Association, 1992. Mortality rates are crude rates, and not adjusted
according to age.

The leading causes of death among St. Louis American Indians/Alaska Natives are heart
disease and cerebrovascular disease (stroke).

Health indicator Data

To improve the accuracy of rates and percentages for selected indicators, three years
of data were compiled for St. Louis and Missouri state American Indian/Alaska Native
residents. All Races data for St. Louis and the state as a whole are reported for a single
year--1990. Table 3.3f reflects the most recent data available for selected health
indicators.
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Table 3.3f. Selected Health Indicator Data. St. Louis American Indian/Alaska
Native, Missouri American Indian/Alaska Native. St. Louis All Races. Missouri All

Health Indicator

Birth Rate (live births per 1000
population), per year

% Births to women who received
Prenatal care in 1 st trimester

% low birth weight infants (<2500
Grams)

infant mortality rate (infant deaths per
1000 live births), per year

American
Indian/Alaska

Native, Data for 3
years*

st. I MO
Louis State

2.6 11.2 21.3 15.5

44.8 63.8 63.2 77.6

10.3 5.7 11.4 7.1

o+ 9.0 12.4 9.4

All Races, Data
for 1990

st.
LOUIS

MO
State

Data obtained from Missouri State Center for Health Statistics
*Data for 3 year period 1989-1991
+ No reported infant deaths for 1989-l 991

No American Indian/Alaska Native infant deaths were reported in St. Louis during the
three year period, 1989-l 991. The state infant mortality rate for American Indians/Alaska
Natives, however, compares closely to that of the Missouri state general population.

The St. Louis American Indian/Alaska Native birth rate is much lower than that of the
general population for both St. Louis and Missouri; and for that of the Missouri state
American Indian/Alaska Native population. The proportion of St. Louis American
Indian/Alaska Native women who receive early prenatal care is much less than that of
the three other comparative groups. The percentage of low birth weight infants born to

_ St. Louis American Indian/Alaska Native women is greater than that of American
Indians/Alaska Natives and the general population statewide, but slightly less than that
of the St. Louis general population.
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P Health Risk Apcwaisals

Health Risk Appraisals were conducted April 21-24, 1992 at the American Indian Center
of Mid-America, Inc., and April 25 at the Center for American Indian Studies Second
Annual POWWOW at Washington University.

Health Risk Appraisal data are presented on selected health risk behaviors for which
comparative data are available. In the area of cardiovascular health, information is
presented on smoking, sedentary lifestyle, and obesity. In the area of safety, data are
presented on lack of seatbelt  use, drinking and driving, and binge drinking. The 1990
Missouri Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance Survey (BRFSS) provides comparative
data.

Additional information is presented on women’s health, men’s health, diabetes, income,
insurance coverage, and access to health care issues. Where available, national
comparative data are provided from the National Center for Health Statistics and the Year
2000 Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Objectives for the Nation.
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Participant Characteristics

n

.

Figure 3.lf reflects selected demographic characteristics of persons participating in the
study in the St. Louis area.

Figure 3.lf - Demographics of St. Louis
Assessment participants

* Age Median 38
Range 18-71

* Sex Female 63.9%
Male 36.1%

* Employment Unemployed 16.6%
Employed 50.0%
Student 13.9%
Retired 11.1%
Homemaker 0.3%

* Education Some High School 13.9%
High School Grad 31.9%
College Grad 11.1%

* Ethnicity Full-blood 18.1%
< Full-blood 81.9%

* Tribes Cherokee 25.0%
(22 Total) Choctaw 5.6%

Otoe 5.6%
Other 63.0%

Number of Participants = 72

. The median age of St. Louis participants is 38, and 64 percent are women. Fifty percent
of participants are employed either full or part time. Eleven percent are college
graduates. Eighteen percent are full blood American Indian/Alaska Native. The three
Tribes most often represented-Cherokee, Choctaw, and Otoe-comprise  36 percent of

n
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the total St. Louis study population. In the 1989 study of St. Louis American
Indians/Alaska Natives by Reidhead, the three Tribes most frequently represented
include Cherokee (37 percent), Choctaw (10 percent), and Chippewa (8 percent).

Cardiovascular Risk Factors

Figure 3.2f reflects the proportion of St. Louis assessment participants with selected
cardiovascular risk factors compared to the Missouri state general population.

Figure 3.2f

Cardiovascular Risk Factors - St. Louis

,wm ~~

80% I ~W*UI  ASIAN Ektth 1._.__......_.____._.........__.................__..................
60% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Smoker Oberr Low Exercire

St. Muir 1992  HIU  dsto.  n-72
Mlssourll9BO BRFSS dalr,  n=lSlM

Smoking, obesity, and lack of exercise are all factors that contribute to the development
of heart disease. All three of these risk factors are more prevalent among St. Louis
assessment participants than among the Missouri general-population. In addition, 31
percent of St. Louis participants have a high blood pressure reading, twenty-four percent
have a blood cholesterol of 2 240 mg/dL (high), and 23 percent have a blood
cholesterol of 200-239 mg/dL (borderline high). For comparative purposes, the Year
2000 National Objectives for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention recommends that
no more than 20 percent of all adults have blood cholesterol levels of 240 mg/dL or
greater.
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27.8 7.6

7.4 6.7
1.9 6.7

0 8.4

6.3 7.6

2.5 0
0 0.8
0 3.4
2.8 0.8
2.8 2.5
0 4.2
6.5 0
0.9 0.8

0 0.8
37.8 49.7

108 119

I 14 TRIBES

D.C.

IO.

0

10.0
10.0

6.3

2.6
0
0
1.3
2.5
0
0
0

0
57.4

80

IE IS RECEIV

D.C.

MN 6AWLE f

fUnsa*
citv

7.7

7.7
6.2
6.2
4.6

12.3
12.3
0
3.1
0
0
0
7.7
0

43.2
65

8t. Loulr TOTM

25.0 16.3
5.6 5.8
2.8 5.3
4.2 5.3
2.8 4.3
0 3.9
0 1.9
0 1.9
1.4 1.9
0 1.6
4.2 1.6
0 1.6
0 1.4
5.6 1.0

52.6 47.8
72 475

San
Anton10

22.6

9.7
3.2
0
0

3.2
0

16.1
3.2
0
0
3.2
0
0

38.8
31

Tribe

Cherokee

Choctaw
Navajo
Sioux
Chippewa
Creek
Kickapoo
Cheyenne
Apache
Nohawk
Oneida
Chickasaw
Potawato8i
otoe
Other
Number

.

c

PERCENTTVPEOF  FACILIlYlRlEREYEDICM(

Unsar hfuffeim
AZ%0

St. LouiS Tow.

72.6 51.3 51.6 55.7 55.9
5.7 7.8 9.7 15.7 9.2
1.9 3.5 3.2 4.3 2.9
0 0.9 0 2.9 1.5
3.8 4.3 12.9 4.3 5.5
1.9 0.9 0 2.9 1.7
4.7 21 .I 0 7.1 12.0
0 1.7 0 1.4 1.1
2.8 2.6 3.2 2.9 2.7
6.6 5.2 19.4 2.9 7.6

106 115 31 70 465

WITHIN SRMPLE

uoustom Allaheu
AZ%0

st. Louts TOTAL

79.2 50.5 67.7 63.4 60.6
1.9 5.4 3.2 9.9 5.3
1.9 0 0 0 1.3
2.8 27.9 3.2 8.5 16.3
0 _ 3 . 6 0 2.8 1.5
0 0.9 0 1.4 0.6

14.2 11.7 25.8 14.1 14.4
106 111 31 71 461

Private Dr. 36.9 57.7
Family Health center 9.2 10.3
Employer clinic 0 3.8
Health Department 3.1 0
Hospital clinic 10.8 3.8
School cllnlc 0 3.8
Ill8 f a c i l i t y 26.2 5.1
Tribal clinic 1.5 1.3
Hospital E.R. 6.2 0
Other 6.2 14.1
Number I 65 1 78

PWCEMlYPEOF  FACILITVWERE  DENTAL CAl i IS RECEIV

fCansas O.C.

Private Dentlrt
Family Health Center

Health Departlent

IH8

Tribal Clinic
Hospital E.R.
Other

27.7
9.2
3.1

44.6

0
1.5

13.8
65

PERCENT PM&m8 WffEn  SEEKING HEALTfi  CARE

fCanus
ci ty

Not knowing 12.3
tort 55.4
No Insurance 23.1
Too far away 21.5
Lack of transportation 15.4
Lack of trust 12.3
No N.A. providers 13.8
;ze;;derstanding of N.A. 23.1

67.5
3.9

2.6
7.8

1.3
0

16.9
77

W I T H I N - E

D.C. Houston Anaheim St. Louis TDTAL
Antonio

29.0

41.9
9.7
9.7

3.2
12.9
29.0
22.6

19.4 22.5
56.9 62.1
37.5 26.5
15.3 20.0
6.9 10.6

15.3 20.6
20.8 25.2
13.9 19.4

21.8 28.0 22.4
67.9 71.0 60.3
14.1 29.9 31.9
11.5 19.6 31 .o
3.8 6.5 19.8

16.7 I 29.0 I 24.1
24.4 29.9 27.6
20.5 15.9 21.6

31 I 72 I 469



- PcENrAmuL mxyE RANDES  WITHIN SMPLEEn I

%::
D.C. Houston Analam

Also
( 510,000 41.5 6 . 3 17 .8 53 .4 16.1

ElO,OOO - SlQ,Q99 24 .6 11.3 15 .0 23 .3 4 1 . 9

$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  - $34,999 13 .8 3 5 . 0 33 .6 14 .7 2 5 . 8

I ) 935,000 20 .0 4 7 . 5 33 .8 8 . 0 18.1

Number 65 80 107 118 31

MEAN MYBER  OF PEDPLE  IN HDUSEMDLD  WITHIN SMPLE
a

%
D.C. Houston AMhelm

AnELo
Nean 3 . 5 2 . 4 2 . 5 2 . 8 2 . 9

Range I - I O l - 6 l - 7 l - 1 0 I - 6

Standard Deviat ion 2 . 2 1 .4 1 .4 1 . 7 1 . 3

Number 65 79 107 113 31

PERCENT TVPE  DF FACILITY WERE  MEDICAL CI

Pr iva te  Dr . 31 63 .2 73.1 49
Family Health Center 14 10 .5 7 . 7 8.2
Employer clinic 2.4 2 . 6 3 . 8 0
Health Department 7.1 0 1 . 9 4.1
Hospital clinic 4.8 2 . 6 0 2.0
School clinic 0 0 3 . 8 0
Iti taciuty 31 10 .5 9 . 6 32.7
Tribal c l i n i c 7.1 0 0 0
Hospital E.R. 2.4 0 0 0
Other 42 38 52 49

IE 18 RECEIVED FOR  CJiIL

D.C. liamton
REN WITHIN SMPLE

AwhslN
AS10

68.8
6.3
6.3
0
0
6.3
0

St. LOUIS

70.3
10.8
0
2.7
5.4
2.7
5.4

,9.7 li.3 1

TOTAL

58.3
9.5
2.1
3.7
2.5
2.1

16.5
0
2.1

234



n Your answers to these questions will help us determine the health
needs of Native Americans in (city). Because we are not asking
your name, the answers you give will be anonymous.

1. Are you currently covered by health insurance?

No
Y e s If Yes, who pays for your insurance?

s e l f
employer
Medicare/Medicaid
Other (please specify)

2. How many visits have you made to see a doctor or other medical
care provider for your own care in the past 12 months?

n o n e
o n e
t w o
t h r e e
f o u r

other (please specify)

3. When was your last visit to a doctor or other medical care
provider?

within the past month
l-6 months
7-12 months
more than 12 months, but less than two years
other (please specify)

4. About how many miles do you travel from your home to visit
your doctor or other medical care provider?

miles

5. What Tribe are you enrolled in?

6. At what kind of facility do you receive your medical care?
(check one)

private doctor's office or clinic
neighborhood/family health center
employer operated clinic
health department
hospital outpatient clinic
school clinic
Indian Health Service facility Where?
Tribal clinic Where?
hospital emergency room
other (please specify)



P. 7. At what kind of facility do you receive your dental care?
(check one)

private dentist or dental clinic
neighborhood/family health center
health department
Indian Health Service facility Where?
Tribal clinic Where?
hospital emergency room
other (please specify)

a . What problems have you experienced when seeking health care?
(check a that apply)

m 9. What

not knowing what health care services are available
cost (too expensive)
lack of health insurance
distance (too far to travel)
lack of transportation
lack of trust in health care providers
none (or too few) Native American health care providers
doctors and other health care providers don't understand

the health needs of Native Americans
other (please specify)

is your family's yearly income?

less than $10,000 $20,000-$34,999
$10,000-$19,999 $35,000 and more

1 0 . How many people are in your household who are supported by
this income?

Question #ll is for those of you who have children.

11. At what kind of facility do your children receive their
medical care? (check one)

doctor's office or clinic
neighborhood/family health center
employer operated clinic
health department
hospital outpatient clinic
school clinic
Indian Health Service facility Where?
Tribal clinic Where?
hospital emergency room
other (please specify)

12. Additional comments?

Thank you for your responses! - - - -


